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Ce ſera cette paix dont ſa Bonte ſupreme 
De ſes vrais ſexviteurs remplit la ſaintete ; 
Et que poſſede un cœur qui rentranten ſoi- meme 
Enchaſſe tout vai. PIERRE CORNEILLE, 


Theſe Letters are yet extant in the Nunnery, where 
Conttantia reſided, and are often read to the young 
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BETWEEN 
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THEODOSIUS axv CONSTANTIA. 
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THneoDosIus to ConSTANTIA. 


Tu E efforts which a mind in trouble 
makes to regain its loſt peace, like thoſe 
glances of the ſun that ſtruggle through op- 
poſing clouds, are delightful to all behold- 
ers. When my Conſtantia roſe above that 
gloom of ſorrow, which her too apprehen- 
five heart had thrown around her; when 
I ſaw her eye brighten, and her elegant but 
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[4] 
dejected features aſſume the beautiful form 
in which nature had moulded them, I ſhould 


have felt the pleaſure of a chriſtian, had I 


not once been Theodoſius. 
* 


AuiaAnLR mourner! Let us now forget 
the name which you have ſo long remem- 
bered with anguiſh, and which you could 
not pronounce without trembling, when 
you affectingly told Theodoſius that you 
believed him to be no more. I wept, my 
| Conſtantia, but my concern aroſe not from 
a ſenſe of your guilt, but of your ſufferings. 
Thoſe tears, indeed, fell from the eyes of 


Theodoſius, and in them the Confeſſor had 


no part. Ihe powers of memory and re- 
flection were, in one moment, preſented 
with every ſcene of diſtreſs and tenderneſs 
which our unhappy loves had produced. 


And when I conlider my ſelf as the unfortu- 


nate 


by 


| 


151 
nate cauſe of your long, your unmerited 
ſufferings, I felt, in one painful minute, 
what Conſtantia had endured for years. 
Perhaps, too, your unequalled fidelity and 


unaltered love, while they flattered my 
heart, brought it back a moment to tae 
world, - But my guardian Spirit whiſpered 
me that I had made a higher choice, and 
[reminded me that the duties I owed you 
were thoſe of a ſpiritual director, from whom 
you were to receive conſolation and inſtruc- 
tion. But before 1 proceed to the further 
diſcharge of thoſe duties, let me intreat you 
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to forgive — forgive me, ſuffering innocence, 
for being the unhappy, though involuntary 
inſtrument of your many miſeries. Five 
unchearful years! my Conſtantial How 
-has your gentle heart ſupported itſelf duting 
that melancholy period? How has it ſuſ- 
tainec thoſe cruel apprehenſions, which, in 
85 con- 


33 | while we enjoyed the manna, we might neg· 


| 


| £6] 

confeffion, ſhook your frame? The reflec- 
tion of what you muſt have endured for me, 
as it then wrung my ſoul with anguiſh, yet 
clouds it with ſorrow, and: has power to diſ- 
turb the ſerenity of a mind, which I truſt 
hath been viſited by the peace of God. 


Bur I ſhould be ſtill more diſconſolate, 
were I not well aſſured that your preſent 


| happineſs will be in proportion to your for- 
mer ſufferings, and that the difficult ways 


through which you walked have at laſt con- 
veyed you to the manſions of peace. 


Soc, Conſtantia, is the lot of human 
life, The road to happineſs is ſeldom 
ſtrewed with flowers, nor perhaps ought it 
to be io ; as we ſhould, in that caſe, be in- 


clined to take our paſſage for our port, and 


1c& the promiſed land, 
I am, 


(71, 

I Au, however, of a different opinion 
from moſt men 1 regard to moral and 
natural evils. / They derive them from the 
hand of providence, and charge the conſe- 
quences of human paſſions, follies, and vices, 
upon the divine adminiſtration, Would 
this be proper for a perſon who is labouring 
under diſeaſes that are the natural and in- 
| evitable effects of intemperance ? Can thoſe 
pains which the ſufferer has conſciouſly and 
voluntary brought upon himſelf be deemed 
the viſitation of God? Would not this be 


to charge God fooliſbly? And, if this were ad- 


mitted, with what propriety could we ſay of 
that divine Being; that He does not willingly 


afflict his creatures? With regard to this doc- | 


trine, my Conſtantia, it is of conſequence 
that you ſhould be rightly informed, be- 
cauſe from miſtaken ap þ rehenſions of Provi- 
dence proceed alm i all the errors of religious 

faith, 
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181 
faith*, But moſt dangerous to ourſelves, 
and moſt injurious to the Deity, are thoſe 
opinions which magnify his deſpotiſm at the 
expence of his benevolence. Hearken not 
to ſuch opinions, Conſtantia: God cannot 
be the miniſter of evil. | 


Ovr ſufferings, natural and moral, are 
the conſequence of that freedom of will, 
which is the very eſſence of our woral 
powers, and without which we ſhould: be 
mere machines, incapable of all virtue, 
There are indeed ſome natural evils, which 
to incur or avoid depends not on ourſelves, 
becauſe they come not within the ceconomy 
of reaſon, But of theſe we partake only in 
common with mankind ; and as in the diſ- 
penſation of ſome of them we can perceive 


* 


See Letters en Religious Retirement, c. where 
this theught is carried further. | 
| - that 


is . 


— - 


| [9] 
that Providence had wiſe and gracious pur- 
poſes, ſo we may fairly infer that thoſe 
whoſe final cauſes we cannot apprehend, have 
their origin in the fame UNIVERSAL Bexe- 
VOLENCE, ( 


IT is, I think, generally underſtood, as a 
doctrine founded upon revelation, that there 
are ſuch things as divine inflictions even in 
this life. No doubt there may be: ſuch, and 


there may be ſeaſons obvious to the eye of 


Providence, when it is good for us to be af- 
lifted. We may be ſummoned by calamity 
from the purſuit of pleaſure, Ind, though 
we cannot perceive the hand, the writing 
may be divine. 


Bur I believe that this interpofition. a 
the ſupreme power is very rare. Nay I will 


own to my Conſtantia, that my faith in this 
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+ chere upon the moral ten of mankind? 
When the great ſanctions of Chriſtianity 
were ſet forth, thoſe reſtraints became incon- 
ſiderable, and were totally abſorbed in the 
intereſts of the new ſyſtem. Old things paſſed 
away; behold! All things became new. 


Bur we are too apt to mix our religion, and 
to incorporate the divinity of the Old Teſtament 
with that of the New, The moral law in- 
deed ſtill remains in force, becauſe its ten- 
dency was everlaſting ; but when God ſaw 
fit to enter into a new covenant with man, 
the diſpenſations of his providence were al- 
tered, and made agreeable to it. Thus, tho? 
under the old law it might be neceſſary for 
the divine power to chaſten whom he loved, yet 
that meaſure could be no longer expedient, 
when the hopes and fears of mankind were 


appealed to by the ſanctions of immortality, / 


| Ir 


| [ 10 ] 

doctrine is, at beſt, but diabolical; for while 
] believe, I tremble, Will God do evil that 
good may come? Is it neceſſary? Can Al- 


mighty Power be limited in the uſe of 
means? 


I wiLL moreover warn you of the evils | 
that may be derived from this doctrine. 
It may prompt us to vain compariſons and; 
uncharitable conſtructions: When we be- 
hold the calamities of others, we may be in- 
clined to trace the finger of God where it has. 
not been; and when we tacitly refer to our 
own condition, we may impute our exemp-- 
tion from evil to that integrity whereof we- 
ought not to boaſt, 
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UNDER the moſaical diſpenſation, preſent 
inflictions were more viſible becauſe more 
neceſſary: For, what other reſtraint was 
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Ir is of great importance to you, Con- 
ſtantia, to form a right idea of your Creator, 
and to know in whom you have believed. To 
aſſiſt you in this reſpect, will be one of the 


firſt endeavours of Father 


FRANCIS, 


1 


[13] 


L E. T TIN H. 


| ConsTANTIA to TRREOpos tus. 


My ſorrows for Theodoſius are no more; 


He lives, and Conſtantia is happy. If you 
would not have me remember my ſufferings, 
forget them yourſelf; for nothing now could 
make the reflection of them painful to me, 


but their affecting my revered Father. 


Gracious Providence! And have I at 
length found a father ? Has heaven granted 
what nature refuſed ? She gave me indeed 
a father; but he forgot the name; or he 
remembered the name and the au: hority, 
but forgot the duties of the alliance. Do 


Terr? Then inſtruct me, my holy guide, 
; inſtruct me to revere the man who baniſhed 


Theo. 
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[14 ] 

Theodoſius, and imbittered, without cauſe, 
the moments of her whom he had brought 
Into being. But I will revere him, for he 
was kind at laſt, and permitted me to retire 
to this aſylum of peace, Whatever were his 
motives, 1 will revere him; for have I not 
here found the only comfort I was capable 
of? Am I not ſure that Theodoſius lives? 
Without that conviction (I own my weak- 
neſs) I ſhould have been unhappy within 
theſe holy walls. The exerciſes of devotion 
J purſued with equal aſſiduity before I enter- 
ed upon the conventual life; but my prayers 
were the heavy ſacrifices of forrow and con- 
trition. I was alike a ſtranger to the ſerenity 

of peace, and to the comfort of hope. It was 
Wot in the power of conſcious penitence to 
ſet my heart at eaſe, whenever the painful 
thought preſented itſelf, that my cowardly 

acquieſcence in the will of a father had 


52 
been death to the moſt valuable and moſt 
amiable of men. Pitying heaven has at 
length undeceived me, and at once reſtored 
to my eyes thoſe dear lamented fugitives, 
Theodoſius and happineſs; both changed 
indeed, but both improved by the change. 
The pleaſure I enjoyed in the company 
of the elegant and lively Theodoſius, was 
gay, ſprightly, and animated, like himſelf! 
With him it departed and returned; and my 
heart was alternately delighted and depreſſed. 
Very different is the ſatisfaction I now feel. 
It is ſerene and peaceful like Father Francis. 
My mind is collected, and my ſpirits are 


repoſed. No longer agitated with the anxi- 
eties and impatience of hopes that terminate 


here; my eye is fixed on that diftant, inva- 
riable object of happineſs, on which time or 
chance can have no influence, 
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[16] 

Ye holy retreats! ye venerable ailes ! 
do I owe this peace to you? No, not 
to you : for methinks I have ſeen in your 
regions the gloom of diſcontent. Is it not, 
my pious Father, from a quiet conſcience 
that 1 derive this repoſe? I ſhould not, 
indeed, have felt it before I entered this 

convent, but I ſhould not then have 
known that TyuEoDosIUs was ſtill in 
being. | 


* 


Do not think, however, that I rejoice 
not in my ſituation, I do: rejoice in it - 
But my joy ariſes, as 1 apprehend, from a 
diſburthened mind. The ſudden change 
from painful apprehenſion to the certainty 

of confirmed wiſhes, was attended with 
a tranſport, the effects of which J Mill 
4 feel. 


f 


[17] 
feel, But will not theſe effects laſt? 
Surely they will. O my friend! what 
tears of joy have I ſhed over that firſt wel- 


come letter, which informed me that The- 
odsfius was ſtill alive. 


* 


Bur do I not forget that I am addreſſing 
myſelf to the venerable Francis? Pardon 
me ; I had indeed forgot, till on re-peruſing 
that ever: dear letter, I beheld the holy name 
at the bottom. Yes; delightful letter ! 
ſweet meſſenger of peace ! Thou informeſt 
me that I muſt conſider Theodoſius ſtill as 
dead.— Ha!] dead, didſt thou ſay? Theodo- 
ſius is ſtill alive, Didſt thou not ſay that 
too Equivocating letter! Be gone into my 


boſom: but preſume not there to ſay that 6 


Theodoſius is dead. 


Vol. II. 9 b Heavens ! | 
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[18] 

Heavens! what rambling is this? 
Whither has my unguided pen betrayed 
.me! Once more forgive me, my revered 
Father ! 


I THANK you for the comfort, as well 
as for the information which your laſt 
letter afforded me, You have placed the 
ETERNAL PROVIDENCE in a light the 
- moſt amiable, and new, at leaſt to me. 
J had always, hitherto, looked upon that 
power as the inflictor of temporary evils, 
and. confidered both private and public 
calamities as his judgements. -But you 
| have now made me of a different opinion; 
Rand I entirely agree with you, that tem- 
porary rewards and puniſhments are ſuper- 
ſeded by the ſanctiofis of the chriſtian 
religion. Nevertheleſs, I am ſtill of opinion 
that God may occaſionally interpoſe, by 

| / the 


[ 197] 
the inflition of evil, to ſave a Wretch who 
is thoughtleſly or obſtinately haſtening to 
deſtruction; but, with you, I apprehend 
that ſuch diſpenſations are very rare, and 
am, for the reaſons you mention, almoſt 
afraid to believe them. | 


* 


Ox thought, however, occurs to me on 
this occaſion, which I ſhall take the liberty 
to mention, in conſequence of the invitation 
you have given me to expreſs my ſentiments 
without reſerve. 


W x, are fo entirely different in our 
powers and paſſions, and the circumſtances 
of ſin and temptation are fo extremely 
various, that though the Almighty might 
ih general leave it to the ſanctions of 
religion alone to influence the actions of 
men, yet pollibly he might (ſo to term it) 


* reſerve: 
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[20 1 
reſerve. a diſcretionary power, to bring 
proper objects by afflictions to their 
duty. 


Bur though the Creator of the univerſe 
can in no ſenſe be the author of evil, it 
eannot be doubted, I apprehend, that he 
. may and frequently does bring good out 

of evil. Of this the ſtory of Joſeph is, in 
all its circumſtances, a remarkable proof. 
I cannot ſuppoſe, neither would you have 
me believe, that God inſpired the brethren 
of Joſeph with envy, that they might ſell 

dim into Egypt; yet, what glorious advan- 
|  tagesdid the Almighty Providence bring out 


of that event 


AND has he not, for he regards the 
humbleſt of his creatures, has he not for 


me turned the path of ſorrow towards the 


7 


Sm 


harbour of peace? I will believe it, leſt I 
ſhould prove ungrateful.—Pray for me and 
inſtruct me, Adieu! 


ConsTANCs; 


LETTER HI. 


1 


TarroDosIUs to ConsSTANTIA, 


Goo ſenſe, Conſtantia, makes better 
comments than learning, and I find that to 


propoſe my opinions to you will be of ad- 


vantage to myſelf. 


Bur do you not err, my amiable friend, 
and is there not ſome acrimony in your lan- 
guage, when you ſpeak of your natural fa- 
ther? It muſt not be. The duties of parents 
and children are indeed reciprocal: But the 
unnatural parent cannot acquit the child of 
its duty, any more than the undutiful child 
can acquit the parent of his natural obliga- 


tions. Both theſe however are to be underſtood 
2s ſecondary to the great duties we owe our- 


a ſelves, | 


23 ] 
ſelves. A child ought no more to embrace 
miſery than vice to oblige a parent, and a 


parent is under no obligation to forfeit his 
own happineſs for the gratification of a 


child. But under all circumſtances, that 


reſpect which is due to a parent ſtill ſubſiſts; 
and when Conſtantia reflects on this, ſhe- 


cannot withhold that reſpect. Pity your fa- 


ther, Conſtantia; pray for your father. If 


the Cod of this world hath blinded bis eyes, ſer- 
vently pray for him in the words of Saint 
David, „O God, lighten his eyes, that he 


ce ſleep not the ſleep of death.“ He bears 
no uncommon marks of guilt or infamy. 


His foible is the love of money; a paſſion 
which of all others i is the moſt difficult to 


guard againſt, becauſe it increaſes by i imper- | 
ceptible degrees; and when it has once 
got entire poſſeſſion of the heart, I believe J 


chat there is no remedy for it. Many 
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1240 

liberal men have become covetous, but I ne- 
ver yet knew one covetous man who became 
liberal ; ſo eaſy is it in every inſtance to de- 
viate from virtue to vice, and ſo hard in that 
particular caſe to rife from vice to virtue. 
Let us then conſider your father rather as an 
object of compaſſion, and by no means forget 
to offer up our prayers for him. Who 


nous whether heaven may not liſten to the 


voice of ſupplicating innocence, and be 
overcome by the intreaties of filial piety ? 
Would it not throw a new glory around the 
brows of Conſtantia, ſhould her father be 
re{tored to virtue by her prayers ? | 


'You are in the right, Conſtantia, to 
A your preſent happineſs to peace of 
conſcience! for that is the foundation of 
all moral and religious comfort. Without 
that me hallowed walls of a cloyſter would 
o „ 


1251 


be bung with horrors, and the gloomy re- 


treats of a convent would adminifter melan- 
choly to the mind. It is that alone which 
gives ſerenity to our devotion, and enables 
us properly to communicate with God. 
It is that which the apoſtle of the Gen- 


tiles, in his ſecond letter to the converts 
of Corinth and other parts of Achaia, 


offered to their conſideration, to take off 
that concern and forrow which they muſt 


have felt for the perſecutions, which he and 


the reſt of his fellow-labourers had under- 
gone in their travels through Aſia, The con- 


fidence of the. conſcious mind, he informs 


them, in every painful, every trying cala- 


.mity, had ſtill ſupported them. Nay, conti- 


nues he, we can even rejoice in our diſtreſſes, 
and our rejoicing is this, {be teflimony 7 our 
: tenſcience, 


Go TS. 
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Providence in thus furniſhing us with this 
filent. inſpector, we ſhould. find that in hig 
caſe, as well as in all others, our God has 
acled from the dictates of infinite goodneſs, 
Had we been without this ever active cenſor, 
what would have been the confequence ? ? 
Too apt we are even now to {light the admo- 
nitions of it, and ſhould we not ſtill more 
eaſily hae fallen a prey to temptation, had 
there been no internal monitor to inform us, 
that this ſhould not be done.“ Would 
not vice have found many more votaries, 
when | no meeting remonſtrance checked it, 
and. no painful reflection followed? It is 
evident then that conſcience was ſtationed 
in the human mind by the giver of all good 
gifts; and that for the aid of virtue, and for 
the ſupport of reaſon, it came down from the 
Father of lights. Is not this, Conſtantia, 

* our 


ö 27 Þ 
our guardian angel, who warns us againſt 


| the moſt dangerous of all enemies, the en- 
mies of our ſalyation? By this friendly {py - 
we are informed of, and even foreſee, their 


attacks ; and happy it is for us that we ae 
thus aſſiſted. The inſinuations of vice, af, 


ter all, are too often ſucceſsful, and her arts | 


prevail againſt the force of conviction. Nor 
indeed, ſhould we conſider all the ſtratagems 
-\ſhe makes uſe of, would there be any room ta 
wonder at her ſucceſs, Does ſhe not aſſume 
the characters of pleaſure, knowledge, vir- 
tue, nay and of religion too: her great pa- 


tron, being conſcious that he ſhall be moſt | - 


ſueceſsful in his works of darkneſs, when 
he aſſumes the appearance of an angel of 
light ? Does not the moſt profligate licen- 
tiouſneſs call itſelf pleaſure? Does not 


 mole-ſighted infidelity claim the titles of © 


Rvowledge and Puartosornr ? Has not 
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Religion been aſſerted by blood-thirſty zeal ? 
And has not fanatic hypocriſy likewiſe aſſu- 
med her banner, and lifted up her voice in 
the ſtreets? O conſcience! Thou ſacred 
guardian of rational virtue and religious 
truth, let looſe thy vengeance upon theſe - 


monſters, theſe peſts of , and emiſſa- 
ries of vice! | 


Do not you perceive, my Conſtantia, 
in this diſpenſation of Providence, the per- 
fection of wiſdom and goodneſs ?—There 
| are a thouſand vices, a thouſand enormities 
|! which have nothing to fear from any human 
.- tribunal, but are checked and reſtrained by 
this mental Judge. | 


'THAT peace which you imputed to a 
_  diſburthened mind, led me naturally into 


[29] 


aſk, continue? Doubt not that it will. 
It is that peace which the world cannot give, 
and which, therefore, the world cannot 
take away. That happineſs which is de- 
rived from a pleaſing concurrence of earthly 
events, will vaniſh when Fortune reverts 
her wheel ; the ſame chance which reared 
the brittle fabrick of felicity may demoliſh it 
in a moment; but religious ſatisfaction, if 
e founded, cannot be overthrown, 


I am well aſſured, Conſtantia, that you 
will find your happineſs increaſe by the re- 
peated exerciſes of deyotion. It is impoſſible | 


that the intercourſe we have with infinite 


Goodneſs ſhould not be attended with pre- 
Ent advantages. | 


theſe ſentiments. Will that peace, you 


Bur 
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1 301 
Bor ever let it be your care, my amĩable 
friend, that your devotion be rational and 
ſerene. Let it not riſe upon the wings of 
- paſſion, but be offered up with a ſubdued 
and diſpaſſionate decency. Let your mind 
be clear and compoſed when you addreſs 


yourſelf to your God, left by any means you 


ſhould ſpeak unadviſedly to the Father of 
- wiſdom. 


| WonDER not if I tell you that all your 
paſſions ſhould not be abſorbed in heaven, 
Rational devotion is not founded in theglow- 
ing ardours of human ſenſibility 3 the more 
it partakes of theſe, the mote remote it Will 
be from that ſpiritual and intellectual wor- 
| ſhip, which is paid to the Father of lights 
by ſuperior natures, The. adoration of 
_ paſſion is blind and impulſive; that of reaſon 
is clear and intelligent, By this worſhip 


31 1 


dhe Deity is rationally honoured, by that he 
is — adored. : 


| For theſe reaſons, Conſtantia, I would 
not recommend to you thoſe books of 
| flaming devotion, which while they kindle 
the heart, confuſe the head, and turn ſober 
| piety into wild enthuſiaſm, If the authors 
of ſuch books meant to ſerve religion, 
they were miſtaken; for true piety differs 
as much from ſuch enthuſiaſtick ravings, 
as the chearful temper of ſerene health from 
the delirious wildneſs of a fever. God is 
a ſpirit, and they that worſhip him muſt worſhip 
im in ſpit and in truth, Whatever is ſpi- 
ritual is diſpaſfonate. Such is God himbell, | 


— 


and ſuch dught to be the worſhip we offer 


| him, 


Abu! 
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[322] | 
ADitu! my Conſtantia, May God 
keep you in his protection, and enlighten you 
dy his grace. = 


Francis, 


1231 


Cors rANTIA to THEO DOs tus. 


Ls | + 
Taroposius is not dead. The polite 


Theodoſius ſtill lives in the venerable Fran- 


cis. When I received your laſt letter, my 


hand trembled, and my heart ſhrunk, Every 
idle, every wild expreſſion, every effuſion 


of vain imagination and uncorrected paſſion, 


that had dropt from my pen when I wrote 


to you, roſe up and reproached me before 
your ſea} was broken. While I read the 


firſt period of your letter, I frequently took 
my eye from the paper, and endeayoured to 


recolle& the contents of my own. With 
fear and apprehenſion I proceeded from line 
to line ; but when 1 found that you had 


overlooked many of my foibles, and touched 
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the reft with ſo delicate, fo indulgent a hand 
—O my paternal friend ! what floods of 
tender ſorrow fell from the eyes of your 
Conſtantia ! Surely the kindneſs of thoſe 
whom we revere, and are conſcious of having 
offended, is more cruel than their ſeverity 
could be. The heart would oppoſe itſelf 
againſt ſevere treatment, aud call in pride to 


its aid: but againſt the force of kindneſs 
there is no ſhield, 


of f 


Ix what an amiable light do you repreſent 
chat Goopxkss which brought us into 
deing! Conſcience was undoubtedly one of 

his gracious gifts. That moral inſpector, 
whoſe ſuggeſtions ſo lately gave me pain, is 
no the principal author of my happineſs, 
and I find that Conſcience is not more ſevere 
as an enemy, than kind as a friend. Was 
it not this that ſupported the ſufferer of 

Lx, and was he no: animated by the ſuf- 
| frage 


LOW + - 

frage of Conſcience, when he wiſhed that 
man might be permitted to plead his cauſe - 
avith God? If 1 am miſtaken, correct me, 
my guide, my father, and my friend ! 


Cons rAxck. 
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LETTER v. 


' THEoDOSIUS to Coxs TAN TIA. 


1 Am pleafed with your reference to the 
book of Job, as it gives me an opportunity 
to tell you with what delight I have al- 
ways read that beautiful dramatic poem. 
The ingenious author of it had ſacrificed 


to truth and nature. His character of the 


pious ſufferer, however exalted, is not ex- 
aggerated by any unnatural ftrokes, While 
he is not permitted to fall into impious ex- 
clamation againſt the decrees of providence, 
he complains of his diſtreſs with the ſenſibility 
of a man to whom weariſo me nights were ap- 
| pointed. Hence che afflicted patriarch ſome- 
times alarms us with paſſionate wiſhes for 
death, and ſometimes awakens our compaſſion 

with 
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181 
with affecting ſighs for his former hap- 


In the paſſage yon have referred to, 
'we are preſented with another turn of 
mind. © I am ſenſible, ſay he, of the 
< innocence of my life. I have done no 
« wrong, neither has any violence been 
<< found in my hands; and yet my face is 
<< deformed with weeping, and the ſhadow 
of death frowns upon my eye-brows. 
Let thus circumſtanced, and thus in- 
© nocent, my prayer ſurely may be 
< heard.—Behold, even now my witneſs 
“eis in heaven, and my advocate is in the 
e realms of the higheſt. My friends 
< continually deride me; but my tears 
c plead filencly with God. O that à mart 
might plead his cauft with God, even 
af the ſon of man pleadeth the cauſe of 
8 C 3 & his 


1 38 J 
e his friends. * ln another of his ſpeeches: 
Ping is a paſlage much to the ſame. pur- 
poſe. O that I knew where I might find him, 
that I might come even to his ſeat, I would 
order my cauſe before him! 


THERE is no doubt, Conſtantia, that 
in theſe ſentiments the Patriarch was 
animated by the ſuffrage. of: conſcience, 
And there is not a paſſage in his whole 
ſtory that is fraught with more important 
inſtruftion : For it may teach us that, 
under all the circunutances. of human 
calamity, our only refuge is in the eternal 
, providence; and that our peace muſt be 
derived from that approving conſcience- 
| ' which may encourage us to refer our cauſe 


0 God. From what other ſource can we, 


in ſuch circumſtances, look for happineſs ? 2 


5 * beings have it not to beſtow... 


Were 


1 39 J 

Were man in his ſocial nature a more 
exalted a diſpenſation of peace 
would not be in his power. | He could 
pot remove from others thoſe evils to 
which he ſhould himſelf be expoſed, nor 
| brighten the proſpects of futurity, whither 
his infuence cannot reach. i 


Max, as being circymberitied in his 
nature; and ſubject to events which he 


cannot command, muſt, if left to himſelf, 1 
fluctuate in uncertainty, . and. ſtruggle. 
with diſappointment ; he *therefore, that 


would hope with confidence, and enjoy 
with ſecurity, muſt have a reſource 
which time. and chance cannot affect. 
This can only be in that independent 


Being, in whoſe hands are * iſſues" of 


life and death. 
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* "SHALL We truſt to human power? The 
frength of man is but as the graſs of the field, 
and all the goodlinsfs thereof as the flower that 
fadeth. Shall we truſt to human riches ? 
| Riches profit not in the day of wrath, Shall 
we truſt to human wiſdom ? Wiſdem her- 

felf is the daughter of affliftiom Shall we 
truſt to human friendſhip? In the day of 
aduerſuy there is no hope in man. Can 
power preclude the attacks of misfortune ? 
Can riches delight in the hour of moutn- 
ing? Can wiſdom guard againſt the 
ſtratagems of chance ? Has friendſhip 
a charm for the languor of ſickneſs? 
How feeble would theſe ſupports prove, 
Conſtantia, in the trying hour of adverſity, 
or in thofe moments of awful ſuſpenſe, 
when we expect the everlaſting doors of 


Futurity ſhall be thrown _ and we 
mal enter in / 


BETTER 


1 a] 

Brrrzx founded, my friend, will be 
the fupports ofthat man who refers his 
* cauſe to God, and whoſe conſcience en- 
cvurages him to rely on the eternal pro- 
vidence. He depends on a power that 
is ſuperior to all events; on the riches of 
_ divine goodneſs, which can never be ex- 
hauſted ; on that wiſdom which can ſee the 
remoteſt conſequences of things; and on 
that friendſhip which no caprice can 


change. The man of Uzz had the 


ſtrongeſt conviGion of this truth: For 
experience had taught him that human 
greatneſs was lighter than vanity itſelf; that 
riches did actually mate themſelues wings 
and flee,away ; that the wiſdom of man was 
tie more thun that of the wild aſs's cot; 
and that his friendſhip was fearce in pro- 
portion to his wiſdom, His three friends, 
whole knowledge ſhould have directed, and 


L 


whoſe affection ſhould have ſoothed him, 
he often heard, with reaſonable impatience, 
preſcribing e ſolutions to which human 
nature was not equal, endeavouring to 
deprive him of his greateſt ſupport, the 
conſciouſneſs of his integrity, and ſharpen- 
ing his pains by mortifying refleQions, 
Then it was that, deſtitute of all earthly 
conſolation, he appealed to heaven, and 
even wiſhed that by a perſonal communi- 
cation with the ſupreme Power, he might 
de permitted to lay his cauſe before him. 


' 


I is our happineſs, Conſtantia, that 
this appeal of the patriarch is not neceſſary 
for us. The Chriſtian covenant, gracious 
in every diſpenſation, has given us ax 
advocate with the Father, who ſhall plead 
our cauſe: An advocate who knoweth 
well the frailties of human nature, and 

whoſe 


[ 43] : 
whoſe interceſſion can never be ineffectual. 
Let us, my friend, make ourſelves accept» 
able to him; let us lay hold of thoſe terms 
of redemption which he has procured for 
us, and our eternal intereſts will be eſta- 
bliſhed on a ſure foundation. { 


Vo, my Conſtantia; are among thoſe 8 
that have choſen this good part; you have 
laboured for the bread of immortality, 
and have left that which periſbeth to the 
numbers who diſquret themſelves in vain, 
Let ſuch be pitied, my friend, rot deſpiſed ; 
for ſpiritual pride has its origin in ſuch 
contempt, and it is ene of the many un- 


chriſtian qualities of blind ethuſiaſm: 


Nay, you ſhould even watch over your 
pity; for there is a kind of pity that is 
allied to contempt. 


Born 


\ 


| [ 44 ] 
 Bonn.with the gentleſt heart, and ever 
accuſtomed to adore, with the pureſt piety, 
the Author of your being, your religion 
4s become habitual, and you know not the 
difficulty with which a heart long devoted 
to vice muſt be reformed. 


* 


Man, though born with faculties to 
Teach through the depths of time, and 
powers to flouriſh through the ages. of 
eternity, feldom looks beyond the prefent 
hour, or is affected but by preſent objects. 
The immortal ſoul confined to this man- 
Fon of earth, becomes enamoured of her 
| cabitation, and in tithe perſuades herſelf 
that here ſhe has a dalight to dwell. Hence 
The is ſolicitous how the may repair the 


 tottering wall, and ſupport the frail fabric. 
— Yet ſurely this attachment is ſtrange, 

Conſtantia; fince notwithſtanding her | 

225  ſolicitude 


14 1 

folicitude for its preſervation, this frame 
will ſoon fall, and very ſoon moulder into 
its native earth. Yet a little while, and 
every breaſt that is paw warm with hope, 
and buſy with delign, ſhall drop into the 
cold and ſenſeleſs grave. The eye that is 
reading this page ſhall be cloſed in dark- 
neſs, and the hand that writes it ſhall 
crumble into duſt, 
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| In that hour when the immortal ſpirit 
ſhall exchange this tranſient being for the 
allotments of eternity—in that awful 
hour, Conſtantia, what ſhall ſupport us? 
Nothing but the conſciouſneſs of a well , 
conducted life, That divine confidence 
in the Father of nature—that peace of 
God which paſſeth all underftanding—— , 
that ſerene aftiance—that exalted repoſe 
of foul- eſe are the fruits of a life Ion 


N reſigned 


1 4] 
veſigned to God, and direQed by religion: 
Vet ſurely theſe are well worth our tran- 
fient labours: If theſe are not ſecured, we 
have lived and we have toiled in vain; we 
have given our money for that which is not 
- * bread, and our labour for that which ſa- 
uind ant. 


Live, my Conſtantia, - fupported by 
*that gracious power whom you ſerve, ſup- 


ported by his providence, and N 
dy his grace. 


FRANCIS, 


19 ] 


LETTER VL 


ConsTANTIA to THroposvs, 


Wrico ME, ſweet PEACE or 
"CONSCIENCE ! Lovely ſtranger! Daughter 
of religious duty, welcome | How heavy was 
my heart, how painful were my hours in thy 
\ abſence l how gloomy and diſſatisfied with 
what anxiety and uneaſineſs did I ariſe from 
the moſt comfortable of all duties, the holy 


facrifice-of prayer! The incenſe ſeemed to | 
riſe unacceptably : My.prayers were feeble ;_ 


they were unable to reach the throne of 
the Almighty, and returned, but not with 
happineſs, 1 my own boſom. Jo the 
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poſſeſſion of thee, ſweet PEACE, what are 
riches and honours? What were the 
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14 1 
wealth of kingdoms, the acquiſition of 
worlds, purchaſed at thy expence ? 


O my paternal friend, how forcible is 
truth, divine truth! with what pleaſing 
conviction did every ray of it, that illu- 
mined your laſt letter, ſhine upon my 
heart? How poor did the intereſts, the 
pleaſures of this world appear, when com- 
pared with the pure, the praceable * 
that camels from above. 

90 


FATHER of lights, ever grant me 
«this wiſdom !-let the prayers of my father 
and my friend co-operate with my own, 
at thy eternal throne, and procure for me 
the bleſſed influences of thy facred Spirit, 


Tuts, my venerable guide, is the ſub- 
On of my daily prayers which ſince 1 
received” 


880 [4]. 

ceived yoar inſtrucions, I have:mpeated 
with great aſſiduity. I have ever been 
convinced that the divine concurrence was 
neceſſary to aſſiſt us in the difcharge af 
our duty, as well as to direct us in the 
knowledge of it; but that emphatical 
prayer which concludes your letters, that 
<< the eternal providence would enlighten 
me with his grace,” has given new force 
to my convictions. 


IVI not preſexlbe to you the ſybjs&t 
of your letters. I ſhall liſten with pleaſure 
and attention te your inſtructions, to 
whatever point of duty or of dactrine they 
may be diracted; but allow me te wilh, 
my revered friend, that on this important 
do ctrine of grace I may ſoon ceccive your 
valuable obſervations, | 


Vol. II. D, Por 


: [50]. 
PossIBLY this divine diſpenſation may 
be neceſſary in a greater or in a leſs degree 
than T ſuppoſe it to be. I have received 
different accounts of it from the profeſſors 
of our holy faith, but I think that all of 
them have concluded it to be neceſlary for 
us, though in what meaſure it was neceſ- | 
rok they have not _ 


IT is generally underſtood that this 
divine grace is the conſequential privilege 
of Chriſtianity, purchaſed for us by him 
who died for our redemption ; yet I have 
ſometimes thought that the author of the 
book of Pſalms prayed for this enlighhten- 
ing grace, in that paſſage which you have 
quoted in one of your letters, My Ged, 
lighten my gn, that I ta not * lcp of 
tb. 


WIII 


3 


1 1 


WIIxI reſpe©& to this opinion, as well 


as to the neceſſity or expedience of divine 
grace, and the degree in which it is 
diſpenſed, I hope for * kind in- 
ſtructions. 


Tnosk books of flaming devotion, 


which you have adviſed me not to read, I 
own I have hitherto been too fond of. 
Particularly fince I entered upon the con- 
ventual life, I have been much converſant 
in ſuch books. They were recommended 
to me by my lady abbeſs, who is a good 
woman; but her devotion ſeems not to be 
of that ſerene and tem perate kind which 


you deſcribe and approve.' She is un- 


equal in her religious deportment, being 


ſometimes elevated, but more frequently 


depreſt. 


£02 | Wrar 


— I — 22 by 
- 


ts 


PEE 
8 


« 
* 
9 

* 
9 7 7 
1 
A 4 
__ 
4. 

"i 

” 
- 

ug 
= 
* 
"= 
| 99 
3 x 
=_— 
x4 
2 
3 
29 
"a 
* 

1 

K. 

kb 

. * 
ö FT 

> N 4 

1 


wr 
8 
— 1 


324 . T2 : 
20 3 3 
** 2 

— w- 4c 


OPS 


4 


(91. 

War de I not owe to you, my Father, 
for procuring me the book of God in a 
language I underſtand ? Agreeably to your 
directions, I make that my principal ſtudy, 
and truſt that it is able to male me wiſe unto 

Salvation. | 


NxvsR, I hope, in the heart of your 
Conſtantia, ſhall that ſpiritual pride you 
„ ee place. I am too ſenſible 
f their unhappy condition, who live 
2ortheut Ged in the world, to look upon 

8 them with any other emotions than thoſe 
| "of compaſſion. With the heart that is 
deſtitute of religious peace my own has 
been a fellow ſufferer; and ſhould I tri- 
umph in my comparative happineſs or 
_  purity—ſhould | thence derive any ſenti- 
ments of contempt for others, the reflection 

' would rather mortify than ſooth me, ſince 
| I ſhould 


3 


* 


i 


1 ſhould appear to deſpiſe i in them what I 


F * of prayer is at hand I come; 


daughters of devotion, I join you and 


now will I once more intreat the Author of 
life and death long to ſpare Theodofivs for 


the comfort and ſupport of 
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1 INT ENDE D to make the diſpen- 
ſation of grace the ſubject of a letter, 
and I thank you for putting me in a 
method of treating it. 


% 


' Your fiſt queſtion is, Whether this 
diſpenſation- was only the conſequential 
privilege of chriſtianity ? or whether it 
was not alſo the privilege of Judaiſm ? 


Tus latter part of this propoſition you 
infer from that poetical petition of the 
pſalmiſt, My God, lighten my eyes, &c.— 
Now, Conſtantia, it is obvious enough to 
ſuppoſe that the king of Iſrael might pray 

for the illumination of the divine Spirit, 


L. 35. J 
as his fon and ſucceſſor prayed for wiſdom, 
though under their ſyſtem there was no 


promiſe of the ordinary diſpenſations of grace. 


It would be natural for a people who were 
viſited by Cod, and beheld, on ſo many 
occaſions, the interpoſition of his provi- 
dence, to apply to him for his affiſtance 
under the conflicts of religious duty. It 
would be ſtill more natural for them who 


fat in darkneſs, to petition for that light, | 


of which ſome emanations were commu- 
nicated in the extraordinary influences of 


the ſpirit, though, agreeably to the ſcheme 


of 'the eternal and unerring providence, 
the perfection of it ſhould not be diſplayed 
till the MF of time. 


Tunis may be ſufficient to anſwer your 


firſt queſtion, which i is rather curious than 


uſeful, 


* 


wirs 


, = os IP | WW , 1 
K 
— 5 


** 


8 4 „ * . wy) I 
1 


4. 
hs 
[*: 
by 
U 


. 
dienee of the divine grace, I have much 
more to ſay; The Philoſophers of Ooar 
ſyſtem who weigh every thing in the ſcale 
of nataral obligation, or moral aptitude, 
exclaim againſt this doctrine of grace. 
Ik you admit the impulſe of a ſuperior 
agent, where, ſay. they, is the moral agency 
of man? Beſides, is it agreeable to the 
fitneſs of things that God ſhoult preſcribe 
a law to man, to which his moral powers 
alone are not adequate? This, continue 
they, would be to make God an Egyptian 


muſt be adequate to the duties appointed 
bim, and the doctrine of grace is therefore 
| ſuperfluous, 


Ax this avenue, which is opened by 
the chriſtian philolopher, | in ruſhes: the 
phi- | 


my 


taſkmaſter.- The moral powers of man | 


Cos 
philoſopher of nature. He takes up the 

argument where the other laid it down. 
You have very rightly obſeryed,, Sit, ſays 
he, that God would be an Egyptian taſk- 
maſter, if he gave us a law that we were 
unable to live up to: Such, Tinſiſt upon it, 
is the law that is ſaid to be from him. 
From him therefore it cannot be. 
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Tuvs, Conſtantia, you ſee the conſe- - 


quence of philoſophizing in religion. — 
| Give up one redoubt to the enemy, ani 
| he turns our batteries againſt us. To 
both theſe ungracious opponents I half 
give a ſhort anſwer, Te the chriſtian 
ſophiſt I ſay, that the powers of man max 
de inadequate to the law of religion, 
though its origin was from God; and to 
the philoſopher of nature F anfwer, that 
the law of religion may be from God, 
N n though 
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though the powers of man are inadequate 
to it. The ſame argument wil prove 
both theſe _ 


, 


A PERFECT law might be given to im- 
per fect beings without any impropriety: It 
might be given to make them exert to the 
utmoſt the powers of their nature, and 
ſtrain to higher degrees of virtue for the 
bigh prize of their calling it might be in- 
tended to encourage an uſeful emulation by 
making ſtill greater degrees of excellence 
att tainable z—it might be deſigned to pre- 
vent indifference and independence, which 
man would naturally have ſuffered to grow 
upon him, when ſecure, by his own power, 
of attaining to moral perfection, and of 
diſcharging every duty enjoined him. A 
dependance on the Almighty for affiſtance 
in the conduct of life is productive of 

many 


1 30 J 


many egen It prevents that pride 
and careleſneſs which are too often the 
effect of ſecurity and independance. It 
opens an intercourſe with the Deity by 
prayer ; which, though the moſt delightful 
part of religious duty, would become un- 
neceſſary the moment that the aid of 
divine grace ſhould be found to be ſo. 


| 'FRoM theſe co-operating cauſes, Con- 
ſtantia, you ſee how expedient is the 
diſpenſation of grace. How neceſſary it is 
for us in our preſent ſtate, we need not 
make appeals to reaſon, but to experience. 


Io be ignorant of the ſacred truths of 
religion, and to be deſtitute of the com- 
municable influences of God's holy Spirit, 
has been always conſidered by good men 
as the moſt deplorable condition of human 


wretched- 


1606 
wretchedneſs. Henee we find it repre- 
ſented in the ſacred writings by the terrible 
images of darkneſs and death. Thoſe, ſays 
the prophet, that ſate in darkentſs have ſeꝛn 
4 great light, and they that were in the region 
and the ſhadew of death, on them hath the 
: lizht ſhined. — Awake thou that ſleepeſi, and 
ariſe from the dead, and Chrift ſhall give 
thee ligbt.—My God, lighten mine eyes that 
I ſleep not in death. This was the petition 
of that prince, whoſe devotion was ſo pure 
and exalted, that the Almighty him- 
ff bote teſtimony to his excellence in 
pronouncing him a man after his own heart. 
And could he, the light Tfael; could. 

he, diſtinguiſhed for his knowledge of the 
then revealed religion—could he, illumined 

with the ſpirit prophecy, think it ne- 
eeſſary to pray for tlie enlightening grace 
of heaven, and fuld not we much more ? 


— 


1981 ; 
ve, Who cannot, like the prophet, boaſt 
any ſuperior portion of the divine Spirit, 
and who have yet, with him, * ſame 
IO to evil, 


On us, indeed, the fun of righteouſneſs - 
Bath ſhined. To us is diſplayed a perfect 
knowledge of thoſe ſaving truths, thoſe 
exalted doctrines, that were then only 
ſeen in types and ſhadows. It is our 
' happineſs to know the» perfect will of 
God, revealed by his Son Jeſus Chriſt. | 
The facred Scriptures contain every thing 
neceſſary to ſalvation. There every moral 
duty is clearly ſtated, and every point of 
faith ſufficiently diſcovered. To theſe foun- 
2ains of light and immortality we may apply, 
without deception, for that knowledge 

Which ladeth us into all truth, 


BrEssED 
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BxssED be the gracious author of our 
ſalvation; the veil of partitien is now taken 
away; thoſe types and figures, which 
were the ſhadowings of good things to come, 
are removed, and we know what we wor- 
ſhip. 

Ir is for us then on whom the light hath 
fined, to be willing, at leaſt, to rejoice in 
that light——It is for us with unwearied 
aſſiduity to ſtudy the holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make us wiſe unto ſalvation. 
Whatever attainments we make in ſcience 

if we neglect this, the only true wiſdom, 
our knowledge and our induſtry are vain. 
Whatever ſkill, whatever prudence we 
poſſeſs in the ceconomy of this life, if 
the acquiſition has been made by the 
neglect of this knowledge, it is {kill that 
darkens, and prudence that deſtroys. | 


THE 
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Tux rude notices of natural A 


alone can never be ſufficient to direct 
us. in every part of our conduct. Thoſe 
lights, though uſeful and univerſal, -are 
liable to be obſcured by the paſſions, 
to be enfeebled by vice, or miſled by 
error. The underſtanding may be made 
ſubſervient to the heart, and employed 
in the defence of what we wiſh, rather 
than what we ought to do, The force 
of truth may be overcome by habit, and, 
like the heathen ſtatuary, we may fall 
down before an image of our own fra- 
ming. It is eſſentially neceſſary there-- 
fore that we ſhould have fome certain. 
rules of action, ſome plain directions laid 
down for our conduct, which can neither 
be perverted dy ſophiſtry, nor miſcon- 
ſtrued by error. 


Sucn, 


[ * ] 

Sven, Conftantia, is the neceſſity .of 
that external information which has been. 
ordinarily diſpenſed to us by the Spirit of 
God; which while I have been attend- 
ing to, I have not loſt ſight of my argu- 
ment. 


Tux ſame cauſes which concur to make 
the outward evidences of the Spirit. of God 
o neceſſary for our information, render 
the internal aids of his grace as neceſſary 


for our direction and ſupport in the dif 
| charge of gur 12017 


To acquire a confurqmate knowledge 
of the holy Soriptures is not alone ſufkcient 
to conduct us to the land of everla/ting life, 
"Theſe are the leading gtar by which. we 
muſt direct our courſe, but other means 
are neceſſary to guard us from the tempeſt 
428 n \ above 


6s J | 
Shave; and the ſhoals below. The ocean 
of life i is treacherous and uncertain. Many 
latent dangers await the paſſenger, and he 
is frequently in the greateſt peril when he 
thinks himſelf the moſt ſecure, 


% 


SHALL 1 change the ſcene, and ſuppoſe ' 
that we have an earthly paſſage to the city 
that is not made with hands? Yet in that 
caſe, how many circumſtances of danger 
to the traveller does theallegory afford me |! 
A thouſand accidents concur to make us 
deviate from the narrow way that leadeth to 
Lie. We are on one ſide threatned by 
horrible precipices, on another invited by 
proſpecis of beauty. Deſpair points out 
to us the length and difficulty of the jour- 
ney, and wearineſs importunes us to ſeek 
the vallies of repoſe. | 


Vol. II. 
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Tns object, indeed, at which we finally 

aim, would infinitely counterbalance every 
inconvenience. And the ſufferings of the 
Þreſent time will bear no compariſon with 
the glory that fhall be revealed among us. 
But objects placed at a diſtance, however 
important, never ſtrongly affect us—As 
in the attraction of bodies, if thoſe with 
which they ſympathize be far removed, 


they will adhere to others more near, to 
which they have leſs relation. 


Some portion of divine grace, ſome 
meaſure of God's holy Spirit, i is indiſpen- 
ſibly neceſſary for every Chriſtian. Mere 

human wiſdom, though aſliſted by the 
knowledge of the divine revelation, will 
not always be fufficient to ſupport us in our 
5 duty. Ho often, with the conviction of 
truth upon us, are we inſenſibly drawn 

: into 


| TTY | 
into the ways of error! How often, in the 
conſciouſneſs of determined integrity, are 
we betrayed into vice by the ſtratagems of 
temptation ! Though we may, in general, 
be very ſenſible of our duty, yet we have 
not at all times the ſame capacity of atten- 
tion, nor the ſame rcadineſs of apprehenſion 
to diſtinguiſh good from evil. The facul- 
ties of the mind are ſometimes vigorous, 
and ſometimes languid, The will is fre- 
quently retained by idleneſs, or ſolicited 
by deſire, without receiving any inſtruc- 
tions from reafon ; and the ceconomy of 
the ſoul is oftner in diſorder than that of 
the body. 


In ſuch circumitances, Conſtantia, have 
we not need of ſome ſuperior aid? Want 
we not the directive influences of the Spirit 
of wiſdom to keep us in the narrow paths 
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1 
of duty? Can there be any doubt that 


the ordinary diſpenſations of * are 
neceſſary? 


Bur zu what degree, you aſk, is this 
grace ordinarily diſpenſed? To which 1 
muſt beg leave to anſwer, that God giveth 
not his Spirit by meaſure. It is enough for 
us to know what he hath declared, that 
bis grace is ſufficient for us. It muſt be 
neceſſary in a greater or a leſs degree, in 
proportion to the different tempers, ſitua- 
tions and circumſtances of mankind. And 


to the prayers and endeavours of each a 


ſufficiency thereof will be diſpenſed. To 
our prayers and endeavours, I ſay, it will 
be diſpenſed; agreeably to which we are 
told, that our heavenly Father will give of 
his Holy Spirit to them that aſt it in his Son's 


name. And while we are informed that 
£ ” 


1 
it God who worketh is us, we are com- 
manded to work out our own ſalvation. 
Thus, Conſtantia, a ſufficiency of the di- 
vine grace is promiſed to our prayer 
promiſed to co- operate with our endeavours, 
And it is thus, that the ceconomy of grace 
interferes not with that freedom of will on 
which all our merit, as rational creatures, 
is founded. Qur prayers and endeavours 
are voluntary acts, and we are conſequently 
as much at liberty to lay hold of the diſ- 
penſation of grace as of redemption, and 


as much at liberty to reject it, to reſiſt or 
to quench the Spirit, | 


WERE not this the caſe, Conſtantia, 
were the diſpenſation of grace intirely in- 
dependent on our own will, the moral , 
| y. of man would be ſuperſeded, and 

the doctrine of rewards and puniſhments 


—_—_ 
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would be vain. If, according to the doc- 
trine of fanaticks, the grace of God be an 
impulſive principle, partially beſtowed, 
and actuating us as mere machines, then 
the Almighty has taken our ſalvation into 
his own hands, and rendered moral virtue 
2n empty name. 


Bur this doctrine will on the concluſion 
be found blaſphemous to God, and injuri- 
ous to mankind. For if God be the ſole 

agent of our ſalvation, to him it muſt be 

, owing if any ſoul periſneth: And if moral 
virtue be vain, the flood- gates of vice may 
be thrown open, and the world be over- - 
whelmed with the deluge. 


N 
Bur if God be the ſole author. of our 
ſalvation, and if his grace be an impulſive. 
principle, which we cannot reſiſt, then 
| no 


r 
no ſoul ſhall periſh; for we are expreſly 
told that God is not toilling that amy foould 
periſb, but that all ſhould come to repentande. 
If it ſhould be replied that ſome do periſh, 


nay that many go on in the broad way ts 


_ deftruftion—then I anſwer, that God has 


not the power to do what he is willing to 
do. He is willing that none ſhould periſh, 

and yet you ſay. that ſome do periſh, 

therefore there are ſome Wböm he Has it 
not in his power to fave. Now God is 
all-powerful, conſequently he muſt have 
diſpenſed with his power in that reſpect by 
making the ſalvation of man conditional. 
If we accept not the mercies of the goſpel 
on the terms that are offered to us, God 
himſelf can do no more for us—God 


himſelf cannot act inconſiſtently with his 


. own laws. Every attribute of the ſupreme : 


| perfection muſt be perfect Juſtice and 
| truth 


„ 


.* * 
4 _ . 
i 4 Oh TR" _ W 
ba * - 6 = a8 


Co Þ 
truth are his eſſential attributes——his * 
juſtice and his truth therefore muſt be 
perfect. B. 


| | You ſee, my friend, how wretchedly 

founded is that fanatical doctrine, which 
repreſents the grace of God as an irre- 
{iſtible principle, acting unconditionally, 
and impelling men to ſalvation. You ſee 
what diſhonour.it would bring upon the | 
"Deity, what diſorder amongſt mankind, 
and bow inconſiſtent it is with the ſacred 
writings. 


Ir therefore the grace of God be a con- 
ditional, not an irreſiſtible principle, it, 
wilt, as I obſerved before, be diſpenſed 
only in a ſufficient degree: That is, it 
will effectually co-operate with our own 
endeavours in working out our ſalvation. 
More 


1 
More than this we have no rig ht to 
expect from the grace of God. Infinite 
wiſdom will not do what is not neceſſary 
to be done. The extraordinary influences 
of the Spirit have ceaſed, becauſe they are 
no longer requiſite, 


Sr. Paul himſelf, in his firſt epiſtle to 

the converts at Corinth, tells them that 

the miraculous power of the holy Spirit 
fhould ceaſe, but that charity, which was 
a moral grace of Chriſtians, ſhould Kill 

remain, in conſequence of thoſe ordinary 

diſpenſations of the Spirit, that ſhould | 
continue with the church. 


| ; WHATEVER, therefore, appears to ex- 

ceed theſe ordinary influences of grace, the 
raving flights of enthuſiaſm, and the rage 
of fanatic zeal ; the ſudden impulſes of 


devotional 
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| devotional rapture, and the wild reverics 

of Fartuffian dreamers ; all theſe are the 
fruits of infane imagination, and cannot 

proceed from: that pure and peaceable 

Spirit which cometh from the Father of 

lights. | 


Tas office of that Spirit is to inform 
the mind with a right ſenſe of its duty, 


and to animate and encourage it in the 


diſcharge of it. In this light it is properly - 
called by our Redeemer that Comforter 
which ſhould lead us into all truth, and 
teach us * things. 


How much are thoſe offices miſrepre- 
ſented by the followers of Calvin, and 
by enthuſiaſts of evety denomination | 
What viſionary. communications, what 
| ſuggeſtions of ſick fancy have thoſe de- 


licious 


EN 

Urious dreamers imputed to the Spirit of 
wiſdom! As if God would render vain: 
that faculty of reaſon which charaQerizes 
man by his own image, and as if the 
enlightening Spirit of grace would rather 
obſcure than illumine the underſtanding, 
theſe unthinking men have charged upon 
the operations of that Spirit the moſt 
extravagant effects of wild inſanity. 
Under the influence of imaginary: calls 
ſome have preached, and ſome have pro- 
pheſied. The mechanic has forſaken his 


aul, and his. wife her diſtaſf, and. with 


heads full of glovious viſions, together they 
have iſſued into the ſtreets and highways 
to publift: the everlaſting goſpel; | 


IT will always, be difficult for devout 7 
ignorance to diſtinguiſh between the ſug- 
Veſtions of imagination, and the influences 


of 
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of the divine Spirit. Unaccuſtomed to 
abſtracted thinking, or even to draw con- 
eluſions from the moſt ſimple propoſitions, 
the ignorant are - unable to form any 
Judgment of that mode of inſpiration, 
which ſhould be moſt conſiſtent with the 
wiſdom of providence, They conſider 
not that it muſt. be more agreeable to 
infinite knowlecge to invigorate the 
nobler faculty of reaſon, and to bring 
the paſſions into ſubjection, than by 
: inflaming tham to weaken that fa- 
culty, and by ſo doing to put darkneſs for 
| tight. Hence all the waking dreams 
of blind enthuſiaſm are cheriſhed and 

reſpected as the offspring of grace ;. and 
the miſtaken viſionary aſcribes to the 
author of reaſon. ſuch. impulſes and com- 
munications as could only exiſt in a 


mind where reaſon Was impotent. 


© Fs. Bur 


* 


I 77 J 


Bur the deluſions of innocent 


enthuſiaſm would hardly deſerve at- 


tention, were they not ſometimes pro- 


ductive of conſequences that render 


that erithubaſm no longer innocent. 
From the belief of divine impulſes the 


flames of perſeoution have been lighted, 


and the altars of ſuperſtition have been 


adorned; the ſanguinous have been 


prompted to indulge their natural thirſt 


of blood, and the gloomy have for- 
ſaken the ſociety of human creatures, 


and inhabited caves and cells in ſo- 
Jitary ſanctity. This ſpecies of reli- 1 
gious retirement I have ever con- 


demned; but my objections do not 


affect the conventual life, for there 
is great difference between retiring 
to a cave in ſome unfrequented de- 


fart, and entering into a religious ſo- 


| ciety, 
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1 
cicty®. Many more than theſe have 
been the effects of miſtaken impulſes. 
The hiſtory of the church in every period 
abounds with them. 


Yer how eaſy is it upon reflection, to 
guard againſt theſe deluſions ! What is the 
end of divine grace? It is only to aid us in 
the knowledge and in the diſcharge of our 

duty. Therefore whatever impulſe hath 
other tendency than theſe, it cannot be of 
God—becauſe it is not agreeable to his 
wiſdom, to- do what is ſuperfluous. A 
fufficiency of his grace is what alone he 


* There is indeed, as father Francis obſerves, 

p difference between theſe two forts of retirement ; 

but, in the Editor's opinion, the difference lies only 

| in the mode ; for they are equally repugnant to the 

determinations of providence, which has made the 

aubole moral duty of man to confift in the ſacial 
capacity of ſerving his felloau- creatures. ; 
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hach promiſed us, and what alone it is cen- 
ſiſtent with inbnite wiſdom to give. Wilt 
the Father of lights amuſe his creatures: 
with dreams and reveries ? Will he ſport 
with their paſſions, depreſs. and elevate, 
inflame and diſtract them? Will he not 
rather aſſiſt ſuch as call upon him faithfully, 
to bring thoſe paſſions into ſubjection; 
and to confirm in its proper empire the 
nobler principle of reafon ? Is not ſuch the 
mode of operation that the all-wiſe Creator 
would aſſign to his aſſiſting Spirit? The 
wiſdom that cometh from above, we are told, 
is pure and peaceable Such wildom is con- 
genial with our reaſon, which is a clear and: ” 
ſteady principle; and therefore, it muſt 

Act in concurrence with that principle, at 

leaſt its effects cannot be repugnant to its vr 
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Tubus, Conſtantia, by the information 
of the revealed word, and by the uſe of 
that reaſon which God has given us that 

we may be able to underſtand. his will, we 
learn the nature of ſuch diſpenſations as 
his wiſdom hath chor ght * to com- 


municate to us. 


In M extended my obſervations on 
this ſubject farther than you deſired, or 
might expect, becauſe the doctrine of 
grace is an important ſubjet, and the 
right underſtanding of it may not only 


preſerve us from many abſurdities and 


indecencies in religious duty, but from 
many dangerous errors both in practice 
and belief. When once the heart givesitſelf 
up to blind: fanaticiſm, we cannot tell to 


what attempts it may be ſeduced, or where 
che influences of unreſtrained, and (what 


will 


F 


will always be the confeiniines) of miſ- 


directed paſſions may lead us, When the 


imagination triumphs over reaſon, the 
cconomy of the mind is diſtroyed; and 
confuſim with inſanity in her rear, ap- 
proaches, and ufurps the empire of the 


ſoul. 


Mar every miniftring ſpirit of heaven 


guard the peace of my Conſtantia! May 
her piety be uniformly rational and calm 
May the incenſe of her devotion riſe from 


the altar of reaſon, the voluntary ſacrifice . 


of gratitude ! May ſhe ever 4now whom ſhe 
wworſhips, and remember that an intellectual 
Being requireth an intellectual adoration ; 


In every act of worſhip, and in every point 


of duty, may ſhe be conſtantlyſupportedand 
directed by the pure and peaceable Spirit of 
truth] By that Spirit may ſhe be enlightenad 
.. © F to 


* . 
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ta diſcern thoſe finer relations that exiſt 
between the Creator and the creature, un- 
diſtinguiſhed by the eye of human intel- 
ligence, and learn from thence not only 
what is due, but what is acceptable to 
God. Under every circumſtance of life 
may ſhe be happy in eaſe, or contented in- 
reſignation; and when the ſhort thread of 
life is ſpun, when ſhe enters upon the in- 
heritance of immortality. may ſhe receive 
the fulneſs of the bleſſings which 1NF1- 
MITE BENEVOLENCE has in reſerve for 
. thoſe that honour him as he ought to be 
honoured. 


FRANCIS, 


A 
LETTER VIII. 
Cos TAN TIA to THEO DOs tus. 


4 How beautiful does the ** of 
Chriſtians appear, when beheld with *' 
the eye of reaſon! How amiable the 
| benevolent author of it | Surely, my re- 

vered friend, there is a ſecret delight in 
the inveſtigation of divine truths, and the 
diſcovery of them affords the greateſt of 
. pleaſures. Your moſt obliging letter on 
the ſubject of grace gave you, I preſume, 
no leſs ſatisfaCtion in the writing, then it 
afforded me in the peruſal; and I think 1 


dan diſcern in the more animated paſſages 


of that letter thoſe pleaſing ſenſations vou 
ſelt when the light of religious truth ſhone 
the cleareſt to your eye, If I am not miſ- 


1 taken 


e 
taken in this, and if your pleaſure in 
writing that letter, were equal to that 
which I found in reading it, you have had 
a better reward than my -gratitude can. 
give you. | 


You have juſtified the ſcheme of provi- 
dence- in the diſpenſation of grace againſt 
every objection that has been, or can be 
brought againſt it. You have placed in a 
clear light the benevolent purpoſes of the 
Father of mercies in that diſpenſation, who 
has made man dependant on him for the 
aſſiſtance of his divine Spirit, only becauſe 
he bas a delight to give it, and becauſe it 
muſt be the happineſs and comfort of his 
creatures to receive it. It plainly appears 
from your account of it, that the œconomy 
- of grace interferes not with that freedom 
of will on which all moral goodneſs muſt 

£ | he 
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be founded, and without which we could 
neither be capable of virtue nor vice, nei- 
ther intitled to rewards, nor liable to 
puniſhment, It appears that the moral 
agency of man may be exerciſed in the 

application of the divine grace, and that he 
is at liberty either to apply or to reject it. 
WITH reſpect to the degree in which it 
is diſpenſed, you have, no doubt, rightly 
obſerved, that as God will not do what is 
unneceſſary, no more than a ſufficieney of 
it will be granted to-our prayers: And as 
to the mode of its operation, it is ſurely 
conſiſtent with the wiſdom that gave us 
reaſon for our direction, to render by his 
grace the efforts of that reaſon effectual, 
in ſubjecting the paſſions, and reducing 
them to the obedience of his holy laws. 
By 2 rational worſhip, you have obſerved, 
| in 
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in a former letter, that God is moſt ho- 
noured; when, from a due and diſpaſſionate 
conſideration of his benevolent works, we 


come, from a principle of gratitude, to offer 


bim a reaſonable ſacrifice, This ſacrifice 
would indeed be no longer reaſonable, 


were we irreſiſtibly impelled to offer it by 
the influences of a ſuperior agency: We 
ſhould them be the inſtruments of a worſhip 
paid to God, but we ſhould not be the 


worſhippers; and with what delight ſhould 


the eternal wiſdom look upon our ſacrifice, 
when conſcious that it proceeded not from 
a voluntary diſcharge of duty, but was the 


inevitable conſequence of his own agency? 


With what propriety could he ſay, 7/1! 
done, thou good and faithful ſervant, when he 


himſelf has been the agent, and the ſervant 
no more than a machine in his hands? 


To ſuppoſe then that the divine grace is 


an 


0 1 

an irreſiſtible principle, muſt be 15 charge 
God fooliſhly; and whatever reverence 1 
have heretofore paid to thoſe miſdeeming 
enthuſiaſts who hold this doctrine, I.muft 
now retract it, and ſhall for the future, 
rather pity them as miſtaken, * _ 
them as inſpired. - 


Bor I will own to you, my paternal 
friend, that I ſhould not ſo eaſily have 
become the diſciple of reaſon, had you 
made that faculty a dictator on its own 
authority; when you only make it in- 
ſtrumental in. the application of truths | 
revealed, as that is, undoubtedly, the 
Purpoſe for which it was given us, I can- 
not but agree with you in every concluſion 
you have made. 


X 88 | 

How ſhall I thank you, for the re- 
peated inſtances of your care and kindneſs; 
for thoſe ardent wiſhes that glow in the 
laft page of your letter—thoſe prayers for 
your Conſtantia's happineſs and fafety ? 
O may they be heard at the throne of 
everlaſting mercy ! and riſe not unaccom- 
panied with thoſe daily offerings which 
ſhe delights in makin 81 for the preſervation 

of her friend. 


 Anizv! 


CONSTANCE, 


\ 9 ;.; 
LETTER: IX. 
THrEopDos1us. to ConsYANTIA. 


115 As you were not diſpleaſed with my 
account of the diſpenſation of grace, 
I will now give you my thoughts on a 
duty, to the due diſcharge of which that 
diſpenſation is promiſed, I have obſerved 
before, that, were the grace of God an 
unconditional and irreſiſtible principle, 
our prayers would be ſuperfluous. Had 
the almighty providence formed an itre- 
verſible decree with reſpect to our ſalva- 
tion, or were he totally uninfluenced by 
any thing that we ſhould do in order to 
obtain the aid of his ſacred Spirit, our. 
acts of devotion would be as abfurd as 
every other act of duty would be vain. 
= - Yet 
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Vet there are many, Conſtantia, who hold 
rhis doctrine: Becauſe the Chriſtian 
covenant is called the covenant of grace, 
they annihilate the moral agency of man, 
and repreſent him as entirely paſſive in the 7 
accompliſhment of his ſalvation. I have 
ſufficiently expoſed the errrors of this un- 
_ ſcriptural doctrine, and ſhall therefore 
proceed to conſider prayer as one of the 
means of grace. | 


Ovux Saviour himſelf, who died for our 
ſens, and roſe again for our juſtification, (that 
is for our deliverance from eternal death 3 
for the word juſtification in the ſacred writ- 
ings, generally ſignifies deliverance, and 
in that ſenſe I underſtand it in this paſſage) 
our Saviour himſelf, I ſay, whoſe merits 
with the Father were the primary means of 
procuring us this grace, expreſlyconv inceth 


us 


—— 


9 . 
— - 


r. 
us that it is to be obtained by prayer. For 
in the firſt place, this was the method by 
which he propoſed to obtain it for us— 
Iwill pray to the Father, ſays he, and he will 
fend you ancther Comforter, who ſhall abide 
- with you always; and in the next place, he 
aſſures his diſciples that his heavenly Father 
will give his holy Spirit to them that aſkit. * 
The paſſage is expreſs to the purpoſe. I ſay 
unto you, Aſe and it ſpall be given you, ſeek and 
ye ſhall find, knock and it ſpall be opened unto 
you. For every one that aſbeth receiveth, and 
he that ſecketh findeth, andto him that knocketh 
it ſhall be opened. A hich of you, being a father, 
if bis ſon ſhall aſt bread will give him a flone 
Or if a fiſp,will he for a fiſh give him a ſerpent? 
| Nay, and if be ſhall aſs an egg, will he givg 
him a ſeorpitn ? If ye, then, being evil, "know 
how to give good gifts to your children, hes 
much rather ſhall your Fathar, whois in heu- 
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ven, give the holy Spirit, to them that aff 
him The pains that the divine reaſoner 
hath taken to convince his diſciples upon 
this point of faith, are very remark:ble. 
He firſt commands, or rather exhorts them. 
to offer their prayers to God; then, for 
their encouragement, he aſſures them that 
ſuch prayers are heard and granted ; and 
afterwards, for their conviction, he infers : 
an undeniable concluſion from a parity of 
reaſon. Thus there remains no doubt, 
that as the mediation of Chriſt is the 
primary, ſo prayer is the ſecondary means 
of grace. 


In what words then, and with what 
| ſpirit ſhall we pray? —//herewithal pull 
awe come before the Lord, and humble ourſelves 
before the high God? Is not, it may be 
aſked, that form of prayer which our 

8 Saviour 


13 
Saviour taught his diſciples, comprehenſive. 
of all our wants, and ſufficient for the 
Chriſtian church in all ages? Should this 
queſtion be put, 1 would anſwer in the 


negative. The prayer which our Saviour 


taught his deſciples was a temporary form. 
The redemption of mankind was not then 
accomplithed : The means of grace were 
not effectuated. The Saviour of the world 
was not. aſcended into heaven, and it was 


in conſequence; of his aſcenſion only, that 


the Comforter, the Spirit of truth, was 


granted to the church. FI go not away, . 


ſays he, the Comforter will not come unto 
you; bit if I go away, Twill ſend him unto 


you, It was impoſſible, therefore, that he 


ſhould teach bis diſciples to pray for that 
grace which was not yet. attainable, nor 
communicated, except in an eſpecial man- 


ner. Some ſubtle interpreters have, indeed, 


ſuppoſed 
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ſuppoſed that the meaning of thy king- 
dom come,” in the prayer abovementioned, 
is metaphorical, and that the influence of 
grace is thereby ſignified ; but (ſetting aſide 
thoſe arguments I have brought againit the 
poſſibility of this interpretation) I would 
aſk theſe men, whether it be probable that 
the . wiſe author of our ſalvation ſhould 
teach his diſciples to expreſs ſo important 
a petition by a diſtant metaphor |—— 
Whether he who taught them plainly to 
ſay, give us this day our daily bread,” 
would not, if it had been then proper, 
have taught them as plainly - to ſay, 
“ give us the grace of thy holy Spirit,“ 


or to have expreſſed themſelves in ſome 


* other form of words as clear, and as much 
to the purpoſe, Had. the words, thy 
kingdom come, no ſignification that was 
literally obvious, they might as well have 

Nosu been 
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been wreſted to one ſenſe as to another; 
but the kingdom of God was an expreſſion 
familiar to the ears of the diſciples, and to 
them it required no comment. They 
knew that it meant the eftabliſhment of 


the Mefliah's evangelical kingdom. An- 


other argument that: this form of prayer 
was temporary and is now inſufficient, is 
this, that the apoſtles made uſe of orher 
prayers.—To prove this it is not neceſſary 


to adduce a ſingle inſtance, berauſe num 


bers offer themſelves. 


NEITHER is it neceſſary for me to 


inſtru you, Conſtantia, in what words 


you ſhould pray for the aſſiſtance of the 


divine Spirit. Eloquence is in nowiſe 
eſſential to prayer; it may be neceſſary 
for the perſuaſion of men, but God ſetteth 


it at — Let us not think that we 


ſhall 
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ſhall be heard the ſooner for our much 
| ſpeaking, nor yet for the elegance of our 
expreſſion, If we pray by a ſet form, let 
the language of it be artleſs and unaffected, 
and in that reſpe& reſemble the fangleneſs 
or ſimplicity of heart, with which we 
' ſhould offer it to the all-xnowing Wiſdom. 
I would readily give you ſuch a form as I 
ſpeak, of, but the chureh alloweth not a 
private eceleaſiſtic to compoſe and com- 


municate a form of prayer, For you, 


however, whoſe underftanding is clear, 
and whoſe memory is retentive, who 
digeſt your- thoughts with propriety, and 
| expreſs them with eaſe, ſcarce. any form 


of private devotion i is neceſſury®. 


® How idle have been all the dilpures/ cancarn- 
ing the preference of praying by form, or praying 
extempore! Both have the prrference. in\therr 
Proper Place; ; the former in public, zhe later in 
private devotion, © 


WI 


in]: 

WIłn regard to the ſpirit and manner 
wherewith we ought to approach the 
eternal Providence; we cannot be too at- 
tentive to ſo important a circumſtance, 
We ſhould endeavour, as much as poſſible, 
to be ſerene and recollected. Before we 
addreſs that Almighty being, we ſhould 
meditate a moment on his ſublime perfec- 
tions, and fill our minds with the idea 
| of his glorious: attributes. But rather let 
us contemplate him in his benevolent, 
than in his judicial capacity. We ought 
indeed never to be without the idea of the 
latter, but the firſt ſhould always have the 

leading influence in our minds. Our 

- heavenly F ather treateth us not as ſer- 
. . vants but as ſons; our acts of obedience, . 

therefore, to him ſhould be purely filial. 
He delighteth not in the proſtration of 
ſervile fear, but in the chearful worſhip 
vor II. 8 9 - 


1 981 
of reyerential gratitude. Let us not ap- 
prohch him with the cries and lamenta- 
tions of Moloch's worlhippers, nor with 
the ſelf-caſtigation.of the yotaries of Baal. 
Yet on this, as well as on every other oc- 


eaſion, let us remember the vaſt diſtance 
between fallen man and his Creator; let 
us confider that our God, though ſeated on 
the throne of everlaſting merey, is an of- 
fended Being, whoſe laws we have broken, 
and to whoſe favour we have forfeited our 
natural right. Theſe reflections will make 
us approach him with that humble and 
dependant ſpirit, which muſt become a 
frail and erring creature, in the preſence 
ol its n and en huet. ; 


3 


LIT thi incenſe we offer him be the 
pure and undiffembled devotion of the 
heart. Let us avoid the Phariſaical often- 
a*# 40 3 tation 


[ 99 ] 
tation of long prayers. Our moral and 
religious, as well as our natural wants, 
may be exprefſed in fe words, and God 
is not flow to hear. One penitential figh, 
one humble acknowledgment, will finds its 
way to heaven. One earneſt petition for 
the divine aſſiſtance, one ſincere expreflion 
of gratitude, will be as effetual as a 
thouſand repetitions, Diffuſe and decla- 
matory prayer is a mark of fanaticiſm, 
che bold and extravagant effuſion of þoly 
impudence. Shall we think that the Divine 
Wiſdom is to be courted by much ſpeak». | 
ing! ls it neceſſary that the ſincere of 
heart ſhould weary heaven with long im- 
: -portunity? Would not this be to ſuppoſe 
that God i is hard to be intreated, or that 
this ear is obſtructed, and cannot hear ?. 
Ho brief is that temporary form. of prayer 
which our Saviour taught bis ; diſcigles 1. 43 
| 6 ˙2 Does 
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Does that form contain one ſuperfluous 
word, ot one mere collateral or unimpor- 
tant thought? Is the imagination in- 
dulged in vain defcriptions, or are the 
paſſions rouzed to eager imprecations ? 
As if the divine author of it had foreſeen 
the idle prolixity of thoſe ranting prayers 
which ſhould be uſed in future ages of the 
church, he has in the abovementioned 
form been remarkably conciſe. There is 
not, perhaps, in any language, an inſtance 
of compeſition where ſo much i is expreſſed 
in lo few words. 


Ir muſt be owned, however, that to 
expreſs our thoughts with brevity and pre- 
_ cifion, muſt be the effect of literary (kill 
with us, as it was of divine knowledge 
with the author of the diſciples's prayer. 
But from the brevity of that prayer we 


n_ 
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may learn, what may be of more general 
uſe, to offer no ſuperfluous addreſſes to 
the Almighty. If we look into many of 
our modern forms of prayer; particularly 
ſuch as have been compoſed by Chriſtians 
for their private uſe, and afterwards printed 
for the ſervice of the public, we ſhall find 
that this precept has been very much neg - 
lected. With a profuſion of depreciating. E 
expreffions, partly taken from the ſacred | 
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writings, and partly the coinage of theif 
own imaginations, as if they would make 

a mexit of their ſelſ-· abaſement, they are 
loud in complaining of themſelves as, the | 
worſt of creatures. This is a burleſque : 
upon Chriſtian humility, I have known | 
pious lady, whoſe life was one continued 
ſcene of devotion; daily repeat theſe hu- | 

| miliating lies, when ſhe offered: up her: 
payers to the Father of truth'and-wiſdom; | 
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Qur Saviour! s approbation of the Publi- 
can's prayer affords no argument in favour 
of theſe. The Publican was ſuppoſed to 
be really a ſinner, not in the ordinary but. 
in the extraordinary ſenſe of the word; 
yet even he makes n parade of humiliation. 
He, though a Publican, does not call 
himſelf the worſt of men, but ſaith ſimply, 
« God be merciful to me a ſinner.“ This 
was all that he ſaid, and, all that was ne- 


r for bim to ſay. 


N — eee forms of prayer 
are not only improper for the Chriſtian 
who leads a regular life, but muſt likewiſe 
be repugnant to his conſcience, and ob- 
naexious to his ſincerity. It is impoſſible 
. | that, while, he is ſenſible of his good diſ- 
1 Poſition, and endeavours to live according 


ta. un dune e, he ſhould. believe 
* - 
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himſelf to be the wicked n that * 
prayers-reprefent him. 


I HAvx yet one objection more to theſe 
humiliating rants; theſe effuſions of fana- 
tieiſm. They are not only improper for 
the good man, but unneceſlary for the. 
ſuiner—at-leaſt on the part of God they- 
are unneceſſary: For, of God can it be; 
| ſuppoſed; that he is ignorant of our con- 
duct, and muſt learn it from a multitude; 


of ſelf-abaſing words? Or ſhall we think; 


hat he delights in the frequent mention 
of that wickedneſs, the practice of which 
offended him? Or may we believe that he 
will be pre 
tautological declamatibn? If theſe things. 
are not to be ſuppoſed, we ſhall conclude: 


that theſe harangues of ſelf-abaſeinent are 
unneceſfary with reſpect to God, and that: 


it 
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it will be more proper, as well as more 
| modeſt, for the ſinner to uſe the brief 
acknowledgment of the Publican, 


Lons and loud confeſſions of fin before 
God, are always 2 mark of weak under- 
ſtanding ; nay, I have known fome eccle- 
ſiaſties ſo extremely injudicious as to re- 
commend this practice in private devotion, 
andi ſo weak as to adviſe us, in our ad- 
dreſſes to God, to mention particularly 
the ſeveral fins we have been guilty of. 
Is not this to ſuppoſe that God is even ſuch 
a one as ourſelves © Or is it not to conceive 
| yet more meanly of him? JVhen a perſon 

is diſpoſed to aſk forgiveneſs of thoſe 
whom he has offended, and to acknowledge 
his faults, would a generous mind be 
delighted with a recapitulation of them? 
Would it not rather be painful to a 

8 generous 
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generous mind? And ſhall we dare to 


think that man is poſſeſſed of greater ge- 
neroſity, or more enlarged conceptions, 
than that infinite Being from whom he 
derives both? Why then, ye ſelf-abaſing 
ſinners, well ye weary God with your 


miſtaken prayers ? Why will ye offer to. 


the divine ear what it delighteth not to 
bear? Can ye not be humble, without 
importuning heaven with your ACTS of 
humility? Is not this a ſpecies of qe- 
ſerviet ; 


Lxr us conſider the parable, of the pro- 


digal ſon, which may in ſome meaſure be 
looked upon as a form of repentance, He 


had meditated, we are told, a ſhort ſpeech 


of acknowledgment. ** Father, I have 


foned againſt heaven, and in thy fight,. and. 
xe longer am worthy to be called thy ſon; 
mae 
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make me as one of thy hired ſervanis. This 
confeſſion he meditated, and this was as 
brief, for thecircumftances, as the prayer of 
the Publican. But what do we find in the 
ſequel of the ſtory? We find that this ſhort 
bh ſpeech was rendered {till ſhorter, by the 
omiffion of the laſt clauſe. The penitent ſon, 
after he had met with ſuch a gracious reeep- 
tion front his father, probably concluded. 
that ſuch an humiliating overture would 
give him pain, or if he were about to make 
it, the father interrupted him, by calling to 
his ſervants, and ordering the beſt robes. 
Obſerve, my Conſtantia, the ſxill of the 
ſaered paraboliſt in this place. Ant the ſor - 
ſaid unto him, Father, I have ſinned aguinſt. 
heaven, and in thy fight, aud mr longer am 
worthy to be called thy | ſon. —But the father 
ſaid untd bis-ſervants, Bring forth" the prime 
mt, and put it upon him. Is not the 6mil- 
by : ſion : 


E 6 

ion of the laſt clauſe in the premeditated 
ſpeech (make me as one of thy hired fervants) 
after ſuch a reception, remarkably beau- 
tiful? When this is conſidered, does it 
appear in the leaſt probable, that the father 
ſhould either. expect to take delight in a 
detail of his ſon's follies and vices? 


As an act of repentance, with reſpe& 
to God, ſuch a detail cannot be neceſſary: 
For what is repentance. but a relinquiſh= 


ment of ſins, from a conviction that they 


have offended the Judge of the world? 


I nave ſaid more on this circumſtance 
than I at firſt intended, and poſſibly more 


be than you may think it required: But no- 


thing is unimportant that relates to the- 


worſhip of God, or that contributes any 
thing to reQify that worſhip. 
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For this reaſon, you will favour me 
with your attention, while I point out 
ſome other errors that I have obſerved in 
forms of devotion. Among theſe are imper- 
tinent expreffions, ſuch as have no imme- 
diate relation either to the general or 
particular purpoſes of prayer; ſuch as are 
introduced merely for parade, or ſuch as 
have no other end than to fill the harmony 
of a period, or to form the fide of an 
antitheſis, Of theſe I could produce many 
inſtances, from almoſt every formof prayer, 
whether public or private, from profuſe 
expatiations on the paſt and preſent works 
of God, and from ſuperfluous details: of 
our conduct towards him; when with 
careful minuteneſs we inform him of cir- 
cumſtances which he knows better than 
_ ourſe]yes. 


NeTHER 


c { 109 ] 

.- NerTHER can I approve of thoſe devout | 
Thapſodies, thoſe ſportings of zeal, that, | 
holy dalliance with God, which ſwell the 
morning .and evening devotions of many \ 
pious Chriſtians. Theſe deſultory effuſions | 
are inconſiſtent with that reverence which 
is due to an Almighty Being. 


In ſhort: Let us, when we pray, be 
modeſt, humble, calm, and recollected; 
and let our forms of prayers be chaſte, - 
ſubdued, conciſe and pertinent. 


Wnxw we approach the Almighty, let 
us not borrow our ideas of him from 
human charaQteriſtics : Let us remember, 
that his ways are net our ways, neither are 
his thoughts our thoughts ;— that as much | 
as heaven i» higher than the earth, ſo much 
are his ways higher than cur ways, and his 


Tt ro J 

thoughts than ouy thoughts, This reflection 

will at all times teach us a becoming 

"reverence for our glorious Creator ? and 
particularly, in our addreſſes to him, it 
will ſuggeſt to us the impropriety of vain 
and impertinent declamation, of the 
oſtentatious effuſions of fanatic impu- 

- dence, and the F famtiarities 
of forward zeal. 


eee 


Francs. 


„ 
LETTER X. b 
Cons rar to THEODOSIVS, 


8 4 OUR letters diſpleaſe me, my pa- 


; ternal friend, they make me diſpleaſed 


with myſelf. Every page is a mirror that 
reflects ſome circumſtance of folly or ig- 
--Horance in my paſt condutt, When T 
- compare my opinions and my practice 

with thoſe which yau recommend; I am 

mortified with beholding ſome eſſential 
- difference—But go on, dear cruel in- 
ſtructor, go on to humble the proud heart 
of your Conſtantia Make her fee in yet 
many more inſtances what a weak, igno- 
rant, ſhort- ſighted· creature the is. 


Bur indeed you ought to conquer that 
Vanity, which in former days you contri- 
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buted 
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buted to ſtrengthen : when too prodigal of 


compliment, you would over-rate the 
talents of your Conſtantia ; and, in the 
humility of tender affection, would profeſs 
yourſelf her pupil ! Be patient, and in- 
dulge me—You make me ſenſible of my 
weakneſs: I am yet a woman, and muſt 
complain; I will have my revenge, and 
convince you of your errors. Do I not owe 
much of my pride and vayityto you? Did 
you not in the days of flattering love 
cheriſh and ſupport thoſe unſervicable 
foibles.? Having no other ambition than 
to pleaſe Theodoſius, if he appeared ſatis- 
fied with my accompliſhments, I thought | 
them ſufficient: If he praiſed my talents, 
I believed them to be great; and was 
indifferent about new acquiſitions of 
| knowledge. Thus, my friend, I bring 
A heavy charge againſt you, and impute 


ta 


1131 


to you, in ſome meaſure, my pride and 


ignorance, Thus it is, that while your 
letters convince me of the latter, I gratify 
the firſt by a flattering excuſe. Poor 
Conſtantia! how much of human weak- 
neſs doſt thou yet retain 


You have much to do, my venerable 


guide, much to do before you ſhall have 


rendered your pupil as wiſe and as good 


as ſhe ought to be. 


\ 
* 


WHAT means this uneaſineſs that= 
hangs upon my heart? Surely your 
letter, your valuable letter, could not: 
cauſe it. And yet I think, I had leſs 


pleaſure from it than from any other that 


you have written to me, Was it becauſe 
you have not ſo often appealed to me by 


the endearing name of your Conſtantia? 
Vor. II. HH | Ta. 
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To you, my Confeffor, my guide, and 
friend, I can open all my weaknefs, 
What means this uneaſineſs that hangs 
uppn my heart? | 


Cons rAxcx. 


1 
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LETTER: XI. 


THEoDOSIUS” to CoNsr ANT IA. 


Away tenderneſs | Dear Con- 
ſtantia! ſet your heart at eaſe. Exert 
your reaſon ; tax your fortitude ; call forth 
the nobler faculties of your mind, and 
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charge them to affert their empire over the | 
| wayward paſſions... 


WIr we are in this fate of being, 
we mißt encounter difficulties, andſtruggls 
wich uneaſineſs. The heart will often be 
 Giſſativfied we know not why, and reaſon 
will ſtand an idle ſpeCtator, as as if uneon- 
ſeious of its power. ln ſuch caſes it ought, | 
te be awakened from its lethargy, and 
reminded of the taſk to which it is ap- 
H 2. pointed. | 
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pointed. It ſhould be informed of the 
high officę. it bears in the ceconamy of the 
ful, and be made acquainted with the 
inſidious vigilance of its enemies. 


Bor while we languiſh under the un- 
eaſineſs of diſcontent, we cannot take a 
more effectual methed to recover our peace 
than to conſider the inſignificaney of every 

paſſion that centers, and purſuit that ter- 
minates here. Suppoſe our earthly aims 
were directed to their object by the favour- 
ing gale of fortune; ſuppoſe our purſuits 
ſhould becrowned with all the ſucceſs that 
Aattering hope aſſigns them, yet==yain, 

changeable, and impotent as we are, the 
ſucceſs would not be worth a moment's 
triumph. While the heart turns upon an 
earthly axis, like the periſhable ball that 
it loves, it will be variouſly affected by 5 
„ outward . 


m7} 


* outward” influences. Sometimes it will 
bear the friuts of gladneſs, .and ſometime 


be the barren deſart of melancholy; one 
while it will be exhilarated by the ſunſhine 


of pleaſure, and again it will languiſh in 
the gloom of diſcontent, The cauſe of 
this is, not- only that the human heart is 


in itſelf changeable and uncertain, derivs. 


ing its. ſenſations - from - conſtitutional 
influences, but that the objects if they 


are earthly objects, on which it depends 
for happineſs, are liable to variation and 


dec "ey 


"Hexc ariſes the ſuperiority 6f religious 
views. When our hopes of happineſs are 


Hxed on one certain event; one event 


which though remote,  catinot be altered 

dy mortal contingencies, the heart has an 

. *invariable foundation-whereon it may reſt, 
Withcut 
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Without this refifting place, we ſhould be 
- toffed to and fro with every toind of fortune, 
«the fport of chance, and the dupes of 
expectation. To this immoveable anchor 
of the ſoul religion directs us in the hopes 


of immortality. We know from the 
| unerring word of divine revelation that we 
mall exiſt in another ſtate of being, aſter 
| the diſſolution of this; and we are con- 
j 
| 


firmed by every benevolent purpoſe of 
providence in the'belief that our, future 
exiſtence ſhall be infinitely happy. In this 
glorious hope the intereſts of a temporary 
life are ſwallowed up and loſt. This 
| Hopes like the ſerpent of Aaron, devours 
the mock phantoms which are created 
| | by. the magick. of this world, and at 
once ſhews the vanity of every earthly 
| purſuit, 


HAY I Tb is © 


CoMPARED 


[19] 

' ComPARED with this proſped, my 
Conſtantia, how poor, how barren would 
every ſcene of mortal happineſs appear! 

How deſpicable at the beſt—yet'how liable 
do be deſtroyed by every ſtorm of adverſity? 
For are we not expoſed to a thouſand 
accident, the moſt trifling of which may 
be ſufficient to break a ſcheme of felicity? 
Let us, conſider thoſe gonditions that are 
| | almoſt univerſally deſired, the dignity of 
the great, and the affluence of the rich, 
Are theſe above the reach of misfortune? 
Are they exempt from the importunities 
of care? Greatneſs is but the object of 
impertinence and envy, and riches create 
more wants than they are able to gratify. 


Should then our wiſhes lead to theſe, we 


ſhould unavoidably be diſappointed. The 


acquiſition might for a while footh our 


vyanity, but we ſhould ſoon ſigh for the 
_ eaſe 
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eaſe of obſcurity, and envy the content 


of thoſe whom. pride would call our 
voaſſals. Ne 


Ir wealth or grandeur then cannot 
afford us happineſs, where ſhall we ſeek 
it? Is it to be found in the cell of the 
hermit? -or does it watch by the taper of 
| ſolitary learning! Loves it the ſociety of 
| laughing mirth*? or does it affect the 
penſive pleaſures of meditation? Is it only 
genuine in the cordiality of friendſhip, or 
_ - the laſting tenderneſs of married love? 
| Alas! my Conſtantia, this train of alter- 
natives will not do. Should we fly from 

the trouble of ſociety to ſome lonely 
hermitage, we ſhould ſoon ſigh for the 
amuſements of the world we had quarrelled 
with, The ſtrongeſt mind could not long 
upport the burden of uncommunicated 


thought, 


1181 
thought, and the firmeſt heart would 
languiſh in the ſtagnation of melanchaly. 
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Ask the ſolitary ſcholar, if ever, in his 
learned reſearches, he beheld the retreat of 
happineſs—Amuſement is all that he will 
pretend to — Amuſement! in queſt of 
which the active powers of the mind are 
frequently worn out, the underſtanding 
enervated by the aſſiduity of attention 
and the memory overburthened with un- 
-effential ideas. | 
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Ver, poſſibly, happineſs may mingle 
«With ſociety, and ſwell the acclamations 
of feſtive. mirth. No—the joy that dwells" 

there cannot be called happineſs; for the 
-noiſe of mirth will vaniſh-with the echo 
of the evening, and even in laughter the 
Abrart is ſad. If we are able to diſtinguiſh 
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the elegance of converſation; we ſhall often 
He diſguſted with the arrogance of pride, 
or the impertinence of folly ; and if not, 
we may be amuſed indeed with the noiſe, 
but can never taſte the pleaſures of ſociety, 


As little reaſon have we to hope for 
| laſting happineſs from the engagements of 
friendſhip or of love. The condition of 
human life is at beſt ſo uncertain, that it 
is even dangerous to form any connections 
that are dear. The tenderneſs of love, 
my Conſtantia, opens the heart to many 
ſufferings, to many painful apprehenfions 

, for the health and fafety of its object, and 
many uneaſy ſenſations both from real and 
imaginary cauſes. It was from this con- 
viction I told you, in the letter wherein 1 
firſt diſeovered myſelf to you, that the 
Jove we- have had for one another will. 
EN I make 


1 1231] 
make us more happy in its diſappeint- 
ment, than it could have done in its 
ſucceſs.” 


Fox want of a better remedy. to theſe 
- evils, the wiſdom of ancient philoſophy 
teacheth us to bid a brave defiance to the 
aſſaults of pleaſure and of pain. This 
precept it urges with unremitting au- 
; ſterity z without making any allowaner 
for particular tempers or circumſtances; 

without inſtructing us how to behave to 
the ſollicitations of joy or pleaſure; how 
to defend the heart from the inroad of 
ſorrow, or to guard againſt the unſeen 
ſtratagems of diſtreſs, 
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Bur the religion of a Chriſtian affords 2 
-noble and a ſafer refuge. With the exalted 
Hopes that this preſents to us, the ſaferings 


2 
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F the preſent time are not worthy to be 
compared, In thoſe glorious hopes let us 


bury every anxious thought, the uneaſineſs 
of diſcontent, and the ſolicitude of care. 
Let us not ſink under our light afflictions, 
which are but for a moment. A very few 
years; perhaps a few months or days, may 
bring us into that ftate of being, where 
care and miſery perplex no more. Though 


| we have now our bed in darkneſs and our 
| pillow on the "thorn, yet the time draweth 


nigh when we. ſhall taſte of life without 


- anguiſh, and enjoy the light without 


.» bitterneſs of < ſoul, The night is far ſpent, 


my Conſtantia, the day is at hand; let us 
therefore gird up the loins of bur mind, and 
be ſober — no longer diſſipated, or-diſturbed 
with the troubles of this world, We are 


hourly haſting to that. ſcene of exiſtence, 


Ei the wicked ceaſe-from - troubling and 


+ Where 
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where the weary are at reſt; where hope 4 
ſhall no mare be cut off by diſappointment, 4 
and where the diſtreſſes of time are forgot 
in the joys of eternity. 
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LETTER XI. 


# 


ConsTArTIaA to TRHRODOSIUS. 


I it thus that you hope to reform your 
Conſtantia? Do you think that you 
ſhall be able to effect this by letting her 
foibles paſs uncenſured, and conveying 
inſtruction to her in general terms? Alas! 
how little do you know of her petulant 
and capricious heart It muſt be corrected 
with ſeverity, and quieted by n 
reproof. 


e 8 indeed, it is ſufficiently 

depreſt. Your obſervations on the folly 
and vanity of expecting happineſs in this 
world came to me at a time, when painful - 
experience convinced me of their truth. 


AFTER 


4 127 J 
Arrzx Theodoſius was loſt to me, I 
contracted a friendſhip with an amiable 
and accompliſhed woman to whom my 
melancholy and my misfortunes ſerved 
only to endear me the more. Her good 
ſenſe and her compaſſion ſoothed and ſup- 
ported me under all my ſufferings. She 
left me not to the attacks of ſolitary diſ- 
content, but aſſiduouſly diverted my mind 
by the efforts of elegant humour, poliſhed 
ſenſe, and ingenious obſervation. As if - 
ſhe had preferred the company of forrow to 
every ſocial amuſement, even in that ſeaſon 
of life when the heart of health and peace 
is always gay, ſhe never forſook me during 
the laſt five unhappy years. She obſerved 
with unwearied vigilance the hour, when- y 
melancholy apprehenſions was increaſed to. 
the acuteneſs of grief, She then followed 
me into whatever privacy I ſought; claſped- 
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met her faithful boſom, an! if, under 

the agonies of terror and 'anguiſh, tears 
refuſed their aſſiſtance, ſhe ſolicited, and 
obtained them by her infectious tenderneſs, 
When, at laſt, I determined to take the 
veil, and had obtained my father's conſent 
to forſake the world for ever, her affection 
followed me in that final reſolution. She 
waited only for an approaching oppor- 
tunity to ſettle her worldly affairs, after 
which ſhe intended to have made one of our 
ſiſterhood, and to have paſſed the remaining 

part of her life with her Conſta ntia. 


© Upon this event my heart repoſed. I 
foreſaw in this a ſcene” of happineſs that 
could not be equalled upon earth, and I 
flattered myſelf that it would be as laſting 
as my own life. How many pleafing hours 
have I paſſed in meditating on the future 

a felicity. 


1 29 ] 


Falicity of our friendſhip How often, in 
the luxury of imagination, have I con- 
ſidered our united prayers aſcending more 
-acceptably to the throne of everlaſting 
mercy | What joy did I promiſe myſelf, 
what importance in the eye of friendſhip, - 
by communicating to my Sophia all the 
inſtructions 1 had received from my 
ane 


On my friend] my father ! theſe hopes 
are overthrown. Do I live to tell you by 
what means? Sophia, my tender, my 
dear Sophia, is no more. The uneaſineſs 
J expreſſed in my laſt proceeded probably 
in ſome meaſure from my pre- ſentiments 
of this cruel event. I am now very 
miſerable, and in great need of your 
paternal advice. 


Vol. II. 1 Cons rAxcx. 
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LETTER XII. 


THEoDosIvs to ConNSTANTIA. 


As true friendſhip is one of the greateſt 
bleflings of human life, our ſorrow 
for the loſs of friends is more excuſable 
than moſt of our complaints. But, though 
it may be more venial, it is not niore 
reaſonable than any other mode of miſery 
that has its origin in diſappointment. Did 
we think our friends immortal? Did we 
not know, while we held them to our 
hearts, that we were embracing the pro- 
perty of DEATH, who would ſooner or 
later aſſert his claim? | 


Ovr reſignation to this as well as to 
all other evils ought to be confirmed by 
2 reflecting 


L 1311 
rellecting on the univerſal agency of pro- 
vidence. The author of the book of 
Pfalms furniſhes us with excellent doctrine 
on this ſubject. We have ſcarce any where . | 
ſuch ſtriking pictures of human. miſery as 
in that book. The royal writer has de- 
ſcribed in the ſtrongeſt colours the diſtreſſes 
and perplexities to which, as men, we are 
ſubject. He has deſcended to the private 
diſſatisfactions of the heart, and recounted 
many circumſtances of accidental calamity, 
Hence it is that his writings arg of general 
uſe. Of the diſtreſſes that are incident to 
our bein g, though the proſpect be gloomy 
it is neceſſary we ſhould obſerve it; as he 
who muſt make his way through pitfals 
and precipices, would chuſe a plan of the 
road he was to | travel, rather than march tl 
blindly forward without knowledge and. I 
without caution, 5 
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Bor theſe are not all the inſtructions 
which the Pſalmiſt affords us. We are 
ſeldom preſented with an afflicted proſpect 
Ol life without being directed to the means 
of comfort. We are told that, however 
great the cauſes of our afſliction may be, 
they are ſubject to the wiſe directions of a 
Being benevolent to man, and that, though 
Piravineſt may endure for a night, joy cometh 
in the morning. The doctrine of an uni- 
verſal providence, whieh is the only ſource 
of conſolation under every ſpecies of 
miſery, is aſſerted through this whole 
book with the greateſt confidence of cer- 
tainty. 


„%Wuo is like unto the Lord our God, 
who hath his. dwelling ſo high, and 
yet humbleth. himſelf to; behold! the 
< things that are in heaven and earth? 


| e T nov 


[ 133] 
&« Tov ſhalt ſhew us wonderful 
e things in thy righteouſneſs, O Ged of 
4 our ſalvation | Thou that art the hope 
© of all the ends of the earth, and of 
them that remain in the broad ſea. | 


« THEY alſo that dwell in the utter- 


40 moſt parts of the world ſhall attend to 
0 thy tokens - Thou that makeſt the out- : 


« -oings of the morning and the evening 


« to praiſe thee.” 


Ix this belief of the univerſal agency of 


providence the Pfalmift places the Ry 
' of moral and natural evil. hs 


« SHoULD I find trouble and heavis 


© neſs, I will call upon the name of the 
„Lord. O Lord, I beſeech thee, 22. 
* liver my ſoul! 
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[134] 
„ Tax Lord preſerveth the innocent: 
J was in miſery, and he helped me. 


« THE proud, O Lord, have had me 
<« exceedingly in deriſion, but I REMEM- 
© BERED THY EVERLASTING JUDG=- 
4. MENTS, AND RECEIVED COMFORT.” 


| THE laſt ſentiment ought to be en- 
grauen upon the hearts of all the children 
of affliction. | FRA 


Lr us remember that God is the ſu- 


preme governor of the univerſe; that 


under his direction is the whole ſyſtem 
of nature, by him animated, connected, 
ſupported. Let us conſider that the 
agency of man in this ſyſtem is only 
moral. The œconomy of life is com- 
mitted to him ſo far as it may exerciſe 
1 1 


135 J 
kis moral will. But the events of his 
actions are finally under the determination 


of the Almighty. Were not HE to direct 
the natural courſe of this world, even 


in thoſe circumſtances of it that are or 


may be affected by the moral. power of 
man, ORDER could no more be preſerved. 
in the univerſe, than it could at firſt 


reſult from chance, or be formed by the 
direction of fallible beings. 


Txr1s conſideration, that the ſupreme 


Power has in his own hands the ceconomy 
of the world, ought to engage our reſigna- 


tion under every circumſtance of life: 
For, ſhould we quarrel with the diſpen- 
fations of him who gave us being? Should 
we diſpute the regulations of that power, 
who has provided the means of this day's 


ſubſutence, and without whoſe favour and 
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l. 
protection we could no longer exiſt? 13. 
not he who made the world beſt able to 


govern it? Has not he who gave us this 
being a right to reſume it? 


War mean, then, the pangs of diſap- 
pointment? What mean the languiſhing 
complaints of ſorrow? The tears that 
flow for buried virtue,. and the ſighs that 
mourn for parted friendſhip ? 


Bur to theſe queſtions you will ſay. 
others may be oppoſed, You will 
alk if theſe emotions ought to be ex- 
' cluded from the human heart, when 

they are evidently the effect of na- 

ture? You will enquire whether the 
God of nature would plant affections in 
his creatures, which to ſtifle would be 
à virtue? 


To 


[ 137 ]. 
'To theſe queſtions I would reply, that 
thoſe affections for the objects of this 
world, which we have received with our 
being, may be indulged ; but under 

certain limitations. Let us always con- 
der the end of ſuch affections. Certainly+ 
it could not be to create us miſery, when 
thoſe objects are no more; for that would 
be indirectly to repine at the diſpenſations 
of him who has removed them from us. 
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Tux voice of nature will be heard, and 
our tears will low when our deareſt cgn-- 
nections are broken. In this we only act 

like men: But when ſorrow is long in- 
dulged, it becomes criminal ; for then wg- 
tamely give ourſelyes up to thoſe paflions- 
which it is our duty to reſtrain, and act 
in petulant oppoſition to the decrees of 
providence, 985 
. Henan 
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Human life muſt have many avenues 
to ſorrow and anxiety,. while we are con- 
eerned for the welfare of thoſe objects 
which have engaged our affections, or the 
ſuccefs of thoſe ſchemes on which all our 
wiſdom has . been employed. The duty 
of reſignation, therefore, like every other 
that is enjoined us, is calculated to promote 
our own happineſs. When we remember the 
everlaſiing judgments of God, we may rea- 

ſonably be filled with comfort in every event. 


„ TT is the Lord; let him do what 
ec ſeemeth unto him good. It is the Lord, 
& the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
4 flow to anger, abundant in goodneſs, 
and in truth. 


_ Why ſhould. ye 7 unto my ſoul, 
< that ſhe ſhould flee as a bird unto the 
hill 


(19] 
hill? Behold the Lord, the Lord of 


« Hoſts is my refuge; the God of Jacob 
“eis on my right hand,” 


| UNDER ſuch: confidence as this, what 


have we to fear, and for what ſhould we-. 


gh ? That misfortunes ſeem to counteract 
our ſchemes of happineſs, and that the 
proſpects of hope are cut off by diſappoint- 
ment, we might mourn indeed, were this 

the only ſcene of our exiſtence, and were 
our views terminated by our departure 


from it. That human knowledge is often 


inadequate to the purpoſes of life, and 
always imperfect, would be a melancholy 
conſideration, were it not attended with 
the proſpect of an exiſtence, where know- 
ledge as well as happineſs ſhall flow from 
the fountain of infinite perfection. 


THis 
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Tuts reflection might, one ſhould think 
be ſufficient to ſet our hearts at eaſe with 
reſpect to temporary misfortunes, but ſtill 


more powerful will be the motives to 
reſignation, when we conſider that the 
Father of heaven has not only promiſed 
us a ſafe retreat at laſt from our afflictions, 
but to ſupport us under them. 


«© THESE things have I ſaid unto you, 
„ that in me ye might have PEACE : in 
e the world ye ſhall have tribulation. 


« ARE not two ſparrows ſold for a: 
*-farthing ? and one of them falleth not 
te the ground without the permiſſion 
«of my Father who is in heaven. 
« Are not ye of more value than many 


5 * ſparrows * 


Tur 
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'THar man in the ſyſtem of nature has 
a peculiar regard ſhewn him, it would be 
- ſuperfluous. to obſerve. None of us can 
be ſo blind to the bounties we enjoy, nor 
to the eminent prerogatives by which we 
are diſtinguiſhed. But I may infer that as 
the favour of the Almighty is ſo evidently | 
ſeen in man, his confidence in him, under 
every circumſtance of life, ought to be in 
proportion. If he is diſtinguiſhed by the 
light of reaſon, he ought not ſurely to 
make that light an inſtrument to cenſure” 
the perfection from which it flow yet 
diſcontent is a kind of cenſure on provi- 

dence. | 


ALAs! my dear Conftantia, how miſ- 
taken is the man, how much an enemy to 
his own happineſs, who confides not in the 
meaſures, nor reſigns to the diſpenſations 
| of 


[142 ] 
cf his Creator He robs himſelf at once 
of that ſovereign remedy of evil, retiance 
on a ſuperior power, He is involved in 
- .calamities without the alleviation of hope, 
and ſubject to misfortunes without redreſs. 


BuT $3 above all names of happi- 
neſs, is he who with grateful hymility 
ſubmits to the determinations of God, 
The viciſſitudes of fortune cannot diſtreſs 
him. He is ſecure in the care of Almighty 
Goodneſs, Nature may ſhrink back from 
the ſtroke of affliction, but the conflict 
that is ſupported by hope can neither be 
long nor painful. | | 


cc Why art . ſo full of heavinels, O 
ce my ſoul, and why art thou ſo diſquieted 
| # Mithin me ? Truſt in God.” 


Tarn 


143] 
T xx great object of his hope, the perfect 
happineſs of a future exiſtence, he knows, 
cannot be very diſtant that he has but to 


travel a few days longer till he reach the 
manſions of everlaſting reſt, where the 


miſeries and deluſions of mortality ſhall 

vaniſh, and ſorrow and mourning ſhall flee 
away, Adieu, my Conſtantia ! Think of 
theſe things and be happy. 


FRANCIS. 


1440 


TTETTEE IV. 


-TrtoBbevs' to Constanara. 


WII HO UT waiting any return 
to my laſt, I once more fit down to 
write to you. I would in ſome meaſute 
imitate that dear and valuable friend you 
have loſt, whoſe aſſiduous tenderneſs, you 
-fay, would never leave you to the attacks 
of ſolitary ſorrow. This was wiſely done 
when your grief had continued unreaſon- 
. ably long, but Tam always of opinion that 
under the firſt ſtages of ſorrow the mind 
ſhould be left to itſelf; and would our 
common rules permit me to viſit you, I 


ſhould decline it till the violence of yr | 
grief ſublided, 


Tre 


[245] 

Tux objection, however, does not lie 
with the ſame force againſt writing to you. 
We can better bear the ſentiments of our 
friends, when they are not perſonally wit- 
neſſes to our weakneſs. © 


My deſign at preſent is not to inftru@ but 
to amuſe you, I therefore ſend you poetry 
inſtead of philoſophy, or rather indeed, phi- 
loſophy harmonized ; for the ſentimental 
part of the following compoſition is truly 
noble, wth | 


Vol. I. K PSALM 
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FS AEN Hen. 
I once more wits the ſtrain 0 of egi praiſe, 
To that eternal Power, whoſe mercy ſhines 
O'er all his works, immortal! Let them wake 
The grateful Hain once more, thoſe happier ſons, 
Whom his hand reſened from the boſtile chain _ 
Of old captivity ! From'climes remote, | 
From the firſt openings of the orient day, 
From Heſper's ſilver flood - gates. from the ſtar 
That ſhoots its pale rays o'er the ſhivering north, 
From Egypt's tyrant ſhores, his parent voice 
Their ſcatter'd trains aſſembled. Long they ſtray d 
+ Thro' wild woods unfrequented ; long; nor found 
City, or ſafe abode; till aature ſunk 
With meagre want oppreſt, and the faint pulſe 
Of life beat weakly. Then with humble prayer 
To Heaven they turn'd repentant, nor unheard. 
Eternal Mercy led the wanderers forth | 
To babitable towns, and ſafe abodes, 


o for 


171 
O for the ſpirit of exalted praiſe, 
To blazon high thoſe acts of power divine, 
Thoſe boundleſs mercies that embrace mankind ! 


THz, thrice unhappy! o'er whoſe joyleſs heads 
Grim darkneſs hovers ; they who lonely dwell 
In death's unchearful ſhade, afflicted, bound 
1a cold impriſoning chains, the ſad reward 
Of impious daring, and rebellious deeds, 
When heavenly JusT1ce, with her radiant arm, 
Smites their proud hearu; ; e'en they, by humble 

prayer, 

Unfold ſweet Menxcr's eaſy-liding gates; 
Their iron bondage burſts, and forth they ruſh 
From death's dim ſhadow to the golden day. 


O O for the ſpirit of exalted praiſe, | 
To blazon high thoſe acts of power divine, 


vw, „% 


Thoſe boundleſs mercies that embrace mankind! | 


* FoLLy's vain votaries, from diſorder wild, 
| And mad 3 intemperance, reaping painful fruits, 
5 K 2 > Diſeaſe 
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Diſeaſe and languor, to the dreary door 

Of death move .trembling. Then witk 1 
Prayer 

To Heaven they turn repentant, nor unheard. 

Health's roſy light relumes the languid cheek, 

And Rain quits his meditated prey. 


O for the ſpirit of exalted praiſe, 
To blazon high thoſe acts of power divine, 
"Thoſe: boundleſs mercies that embrace mankind'! 


Let man for ever wake the grateful ſtrain, 
The ſacrifice. of reaſon ; ever ſing 
His Maker's works, and triumph in the ſong. 


Tux bold adventurers on the ſtormy breaſt 

Of ocean, tenants of the wat'ry world, 

Mark in the mighty waſte of ſeas and ſkies, 
MacniricenceSivins. At his command 
The ſwift wind ſweeps the billows ; up they riſe 
Infuriate to the-vault of heaven, then down 
Precipitately ſteep, diſparting, ope 

$2 Tae 
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The vaſt abyſs voracious. Ah! where then, 

Weak mariners, your hopes? Then the heart faints. 
From fide to ſide they run, they reel, they fall, 
Inebriate with confuſion, Nought remains: | 
Bat trembling prayer, the laſt appeal to Heaven. 
Nor vain the laſt appeal.. Already ſee ! 

The rapid ſtorm ſubſides, and the wave ſleeps. 

Alert within the merry ſailor's heart 


Springs hope; and ſoon he hails the welcome port. I 


O for the ſpirit of exalted praiſe, . 
To blazon high thoſe acts of power divine, 
Thoſe boundleſs mercies that embrace mankind !. 


From the full choir of undiftinguiſh'd crowds, 
From Wiſdom's choſen ſynod,crown'd with years, 
To Him for ever flow. collective praiſe! 


Wu ar in wild ſweetneſs roſe the ſallying ſpring, 
Where ſpread the copicus river, where diſplay'd 
The vale its verdant honours, barren lies | 
A dry waſte, mark of Heaven's avenging hand; 
When-ſacred Juſtice ſpoke the doom of guilt. 


Bur 


[. 150 ] 

Bur lo! where once the dry waſte barren lay, 
There in wild ſweetneſs flows the ſallying ſpring, 
| "There ſpreads the copious river, there diſplays 

The vale its verdant honours; hamlets fair, 
Rich harveſts, bluſhing vineyards, golden fruits, 
And flocks abundant, the long-famiſh'd ſwain 
Beholds delighted, Heaven's peculiar care 
Are all affliction's children: When the yoke 
Of ſtern oppreſſion ſinks the weary heart, 
Periſh the ſtern oppreſſors; low in duſt, 
Low lies each princely head; while guarded ſafe, 
As flocks repoſing in their evening fold, | 
The peaſant ſleeps in peace. O fight of joy 
To faithful piety ; of conſcious pain, 


And keen convittion, to the heart of guilt! 


Tuis, this is Wiſdom's leſſon, to explore 
The active ſcheme of Providence; to learn 
His love divine ; and, learning, to confide. 


& 


(151 ] 
Tutu is nb employment fe dellgtitfun 
ton devotit int as this attention to the 
viſible aumimiſtration of ptbb ident. To 
contemplate the Creatbr of the untverſe in 
the rhaghificente of his wöfks, elites 
and elevates the ſoul—lifts it above 38 
itfiperrinence of vulgar cafts, and g gives it 
| a Kind" of heaven pre-exiſtetice, To con- 
ſider tlie benevolent purpoſes for which he 
cahled forth this varlety and multitude of , 
being, that cbmes under our cgffzähce, 
muſt be a perpetual ſource of comfort. A 
rational creature, that is conſcious of de- 
riving its exiſtence from a being of infinite 
goodneſs and power, cannot properly en- 
tertain any proſpect but of happineſs. By 
the imperſection of its nature it may fall 
into temporary evils, but theſe. cannot 
juſtly be the ſubject of complaint, when 
we reflect that this very imperfection was 
RENE | 


22 
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neeeſſary to a probatory life, and that 
wit hout it, there could neither have been 
virtue, nor the rewards of virtue. Every 
degree of excellence depends upon com- 
pariſon. Were there no deformity in the 
world, we ſhould have no diſtinct ideas of 
beauty: Were there no poſſibility of vice, 
| there would be no ſuch thing as virtue; 
and were the life of man exempt from 
miſery, happineſs would be a term of which 
de could not know the meaning. 


Adieu !] Be wiſe and happy. 


FRANels. 


I n E R XV. 
Cons rANTIA to Turopos run. 


I F I could pronounce my. heart-to be- 
perfect] y at eaſe, you. would have the 
only reward you deſire for your paternal 
care. But ſhall I, on the contrary, avoww 
my ingratitude ? Shall, I own. that this 
obſtinate, this petulant heart is not yet at 
reſt ?; Could it oppoſe itſelf to the united 
efforts of reaſon and religion? Would it 
neither be ſoothed by harmony, nor 
ſilenced by philoſophy ? ? Vain inconighle 
heart! 


IxpEkn, my venerable friend, I muſt. 
not diſſemble with you: I have not yet 
recovered my former peace. And yet 

why . 
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why ? T have the ſame confidence in the 
' adminiſtration of Prtor1ventct; I believe 
as much in his goodneſs, as much in his 
wiſdom. attend with the ſame readi- 
neſs, on the duties of religion, and offer 
up my'ptyers' with the ſame! afftance. I 
agree to every conctuflon you have drawn 
either from moral or religious arguments. 
TLacknouledge the propriety, tlie duty of 
reſtgrtation under every circumſtance of 
aire; and yet Lam affficted. I ſee the 
abfurdity of grief, yet Tum grieved. What 
can Idi mot?” I ſubtnĩt entirely to the 
difpertſatiotis* of provſdence. My will 
Nibmiits; Ido not wit to calf my depatted 
friend to life: But this ſubmiſſion does 
not clear my heart of ſorrow. Surely it 
has ſome” confieaions” which are” not 
obeditnt* to the will, and fromm wlilchit 
derires' involuntary pleaſure or pain. Is 
| not 


1 

not this true? We experlence it in ar 
inſtances of affection: We are ſenſible of 
attachments we cannot account for 5 and 
as thoſe attachments are facilitated” of 
interrupted, we are happy or miſerable ; 
independently of reaſon or the will. If 
theſe obſervations are founded upon truth 
and nature, 1 hope J ſhall ſtand excuſed 
both before you, and at a higher tribunal, 

for thoſe tears that have fallen over the 
grave of my Sophia. 


Tux not that I implicitly gave 
myſelf up to the dominion of my soxROW. 
I have, been too well acquainted. with it 
not to know by what means.its influence 
is increaſed or abated. . I do not deepen 
the gloom of melancholy by ſolitary reflec- 
tion; I ſeek the ſociety of the ſiſterhood, 
and endeavour to enter into their amuſe- 

ments, 
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ments, as well as to join their devotions. 
In thoſe hours when. | muſt neceſſarily. be 
alone, if the uneaſineſs of my heart hinders 
the approach of ſleep, I have recourſe to 

my books;, till at laſt the wearineſs of 

attention prevails over the force of ſorrow, 

and procures me that reſt, which the latter 

would have prevented. | 


In the courſe of this reading I have met 
with many things on which.I wanted to 
conſult you, but moſt of them have eſcaped. 
me. Some of theſe, however, I remember... 

In a book of divinity, which, I ſuppoſe, 
muſt have been written by one of the 
hereſy of Calvin, the author aſſerts that the 
„ Almighty has appointed a day of grace 
4 to every man, beyond which there can 

te be no remiſſion of fin *.” I muſt own. 


| A Many of our modern. Fanaticks, Methodifts, 
Ec. hold this dodtrine. 


I was: 
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T-was ſtartled by this aſſertion, as it ſeemed 
to me to be very conſequential, The 


following, I think, were ſome of the texts 
on which he ſounded this belief. 


« SREE ye the Lord, while he may be 


„found; call ye upon him, while he is 


near. 


On, that thou hadſt known, even, | 
thou, in this thy day, the things that 


40 belong unto thy peace] But now they ' 
«4c are hid from thine eyes. 


© AGAIN, he limiteth a day, ſaying, 


e To- day, if ye will hear his voice, harden -- 


not your hearts.“ 


— 


In another part of his book he maintains 
that it is impoſlible for thoſe who fall into 
in, after having once been converted, to 
repent, or to be ſaved . This doctrine 


Tisis another doctrine of Fanaticiſm. 
* | 
| he 
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he ſupports by the following paſſage in tho 


epiltle to the Webrews : 


« TT is impoſſible for thoſe who were 
c once enlightened, and have taſted of the 
4G heavenly gift, and were made partakers 
af the Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted the 
& good word of God, and the powers of 
« the world to come; if they ſhall fall 
« away, to renew them again unto repent- 
c ance: ſeeing they crucify to themſelves 
c the Son of God afreſh, and * him to 
"_ open ſhame.” 


Tothis paſſage he adds another, ſelected 
From the ſame book. 


« Ir we ſin wilfully after we have 
4 received the knowledge of the truth, 
< there remaineth na more ſacrifice for 
<< ſins, but a certain fearfu] looking for of 
e judgment, and fiery indignation which 


cc ſhall devour the adverſaries. He that 
4 deſpiſed 


1 wg] 
8 deſpiſed Moſes s law died without 
< mercy, under two or three witneſſes. 
Of how much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe 
« ve, ſhall he be thought worthy, who 
5 hath - trodden under foot the Son of 
« God, and hath counted the blogd of 
80 the covenant, wherewith he was ſancti- 
4 fied, an unholy thing, and hath done 


<« deſpite to the Spirit of grace ? 


Ius own thel tex ts appeared to me 
to make very ſtrongly for his argument ; 
and yet if theſe doctrines were generally 
received, I think they would apen more 
avenues to deſpair : for many Chriſtians, 
I fear, muſt have finned wilfully after re- 
pentance and converſion. But, poſſibly, I 
do not behold theſe Scriptures im a right 
point of view. Let me hope for your kind: 
inſtructions; and pray for your 


ConsTANTIA., 
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LETTER XVI. 


Tuxoposlus to CONSTANTIA.. 


| Yo Udo well to amuſe yourſelf by 
books and company; that amuſement 
will divert your melancholy more effectu- 
ally than any precepts of philoſophy. 


But what ſhall I ſay to your controver- 
ſial ſtudies ? Shall I praiſe you for weary- 
ing your eyes over the pages of Calviniſtic 
dreamers for honouring with your 
attention the groundleſs doctrines of nar- 
row ſighted fanatics ; who either from 
want of knowledge or of candour, or more 
probably from want of both, have ſeized 
a limb of a text, and without attending 
either to the writer's deſign, or to the 
analegy of his reaſoning, have founded 
upon the mere letter, doctrines that diſho- 
nour their God! 
5 'v 


SUCH, 
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Svcn, and ſo founded, are abel 


have mentioned. 


THAT God hath appointed a certain 
period in the life of man, beyond which 
h: will not extend his grace to him, is a 
| doctrine which is ſo far from having any 
foundation either in reafon or revelation, 
that it is repugnant to the firſt, and ,; 
unſupported by the latter. 


THe texts which your author has 
produced in ſupport of his opinion, have 
no manner of connection with it. 


4c SEEK ye the RF, while he ay be 


& found: call ye upon him, * he 1 is 
c near.“ ö f 


Tur whole chapter from which this 
paſſage 1 is taken, refers to the time of the 
Meſſiah's firſt appearance, The prophet 
breaks out into raptures upon the view of 
V ol. II. L that 


| 

| 
[ 
. 
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that glorious. æra; and apoſtrophizes to 
the people that ſhould then be born, ex- 
horting them not to loſe the happy oppor- 
tunity of making an intereſt with the 
Redeemer while he was s perſonally preſent 


: with them, 


«© © THAT thou hadſt known, even 
<« thou, in this thy day, the things that 
<< belong unto thy peace] but now they 
& are hid from thine eyes.” 


Tunis is Chriſt's apoſtrophe to Jeru- 
ſalem, when he foretold its approaching 


deſtuction. But what has this to do with 


the univerſal diſpenſation of grace ? The 


words are particularly applicable to the 
occaſion on which they were ſpoken, and 


to the object hereunto they were ad- 


apr <« Unhappy City ! I wifh thou 


d kntweſt, in this thy day, while thou art 
e 3 preſent 


with 
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with thee, the things that mr amo thy 
<< peace, thy everlaſting peace, the mercies 
of redemption ; but now they are hid from | 
<< thine eyes; at this time thou Pe 
<< them not.” 


Ox poſſibly thy peace may ſignify, thy 
temporal peace, and preſervation from 
| thine enemies, which interpretation the 
following verfe ſeems to favour. But 
now they are hid from thine eyes. 
BECAUSE the days will come upon thee, 
when thine enemies,” &c. I incline to 
this ſenfe; but whether this or the other 
be the true one, is quite immaterial to the | 
economy of grace. | 


Lzr us now conſider che laſt Scripture 
which your author has adduced i in lader 
| of his doctrine. 


„AG Alx he limiteth a day, faying, 


” To-day, if ye will hear his voice.“ 
L 2 THE 


- 
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THe author of the epiſtle to the He- 
brews, in the chapter from whence this 
paſſage is taken, endeavours to prove the 
certainty of that final reſt which ſtill re- 
mained to the people of God, Thus he 

forms his argument; That there is a 
« reſt for the people of God into. which 
© they have not yet entered, appears from 
© that prophetic pſalm of David, which 
© alludes to the time of Chriſt appearance 
upon earth. The prophet referring to 
that time, ſaith, To-day, if ye will hear 


c his voice. You ſee he is determine as 


© to the point of time; he limiteth or 
© ſetteth apart a day: Wherefore from 

this paſſage it is apparent, that for you, 
© Hebrews, for you the deſcendants of ' 
© thoſe who provoked God in the wilder- 
© neſs, and were not permitted to enter 
into his reſt, a final reſt ſtill remains, 
© to which you are invited.” 


T avs 
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Tuvus it is, my Conſtantia, that the 
diſciples of ignorance, folly and fanaticiſm, 
| by disjoining and miſconſtruing the 
Scriptures, contrive their abſurd doctrines. 
For inſtance, ' the tenet above-mentioned. 
Ils it conſiſtent with the juſtice. or the 
goodneſs of God, who has appointed to 
man a life of probation, to limit the 
advantages, which, in his mercy, he has 


vouchſafed to him, to a ſhorter term than 


his life? While he leaves him {till to 
contend with the enemies of his falvation, 
will he deprive him of his principal ſup- 

port, the aid of his grace? —his grace, 
Which he has promiſed to thoſe that 
aſk it, without exception, and without 
limitation ? | 1 


I nave done with the firſt tenet of your 


author; let us now ſee whether the ſecond 
be better founded. 


L 3 1 
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Fr is impoſlible, he maintains, for thoſe 
who fall into ſin, after having once been 
converted, to repent or to be ſaved, This 
opinion he ſupportes by two paſſages from 
the epiſtle to the Hebrews, Without mak- 
ing any remarks on the infalliblity of that 
epiſtle as a rule of faith, without taking 
notice of the difficulty and the late day 
of its admiſſion among the canonical 
books, TI ſhall ſhew you that your author 
has made the paſſages he has ſelected from 
that book prove too much, What the 
writer of the epiſtle means by falling away 
in the farſt paſſage, and by /inning wilfully 
in the laſt, is the denial of the faith they had 
profeſſed, and openly apoſtatizing from it. 
This is clear from the concluſion of both 
the paſſages. Thoſe who fall away are 
ſaid to crucify ta themſelves the Son of God | 
afreſh, and to put him to open (bame. And 
be who /inneth wilfuly is repreſented 15 

have 
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laue trodden under foot the Fun of Gad, 
te baue counted the blaad of the conenant, 
wherewith he was ſan#tified, an unhaly thing, 
and to kave done deſpite to the Spirit of ** N 


e hence it appears that for A 
downright apoſtate there is no hope of 


repentance or remiſſion of fins. But your 
author has not confined this terrible de- 
nunciation to open apoſtacy. According 
to him, none who have fallen into fin after 
converſion are capable of being reneweg by 
repentance, or ſaved by the redemption of 
Chriſt, This dectrine is equally unſerip- 
tural, and unreaſonable. 


SHoULD man, circumſtanced as he is, 
be expoſed by frailty to final puniſhment, 
or reduced, by accidentally falling into 
vice, to irretrievable ruin, he might either 

turn from the race that i is ſet befare him | 
in hopeleſs. def; pondence, or vainly contend 
with 


\ 
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with danger and diſgrace. The pilgrimage 
of human life is infinitely troubleſome and 
perplext. Dangers there are and difficulties 
which all muſt encounter, which can nei- 


ther be eluded by vigilance, nor annihiliated 
by eontempt. | 


A jusr man, fays the author of the 
book of Proverbs, falleth ſeven times, and 
riſeth again. In this place a certain is 
put for an uncertain number; ſeven times 
' being among the Jews an indefinite ex- 
preſſion uſed to ſignify any moderate- 
number. 

- Ovx Saviour himſelf being aſked how 
oft a brother ſhould offend and be entitled 
to fergiveneſs, and whether or not till 
ſeven times, anſwered, not until ſeven 
times, but till ſeventy times feven,* From 
this paſſage we have the utmoſt reaſon to 
hope that whenever man ſhall effectually 
5 55 . | repent, 


E 169] 

repent, the divine goodneſs will be ready 
to forgive him. For if we are commanded 
to receive into favour an offending brother, 
| however frequently he may have treſpaſſed 
againſt us, ſhall not our heavenly Father 
in like manner be ready to receive ſuch as 
turn unto. him? Shall God recommend 
ſuch a conduct to man as he ſhould not | 

admit in himſelf? Are we not told that the 
repentance of a ſinner is unexceptionably 
ſo. acceptable to the Almighty, that the 
angels in heaven rejoice, and congratulate 
their ſupreme and affectionate Creator on 
an event ſo agreeable to his gracious mind? 
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The prodigal in the goſpel returns. not 
to his father till he had finiſhed. his courſe: 
of riot, which was interrupted by nothing 
but his power to purſue it. He returns 
not till compelled by neceſſity, and there- 
fore his repentance was not a voluntary 

| virtue, 
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virtue. But, behold, his father meets him 
while yet a great way off, and precludes 
his apologies by the moſt endearing recep- 
tion, We have not, indeed, any account 
of a relapſe in the accepted prodigal; but 
we are told that before the execution of 
his repentance, he ſaid unto himſelf, How 
many hired ſervants of my father have 
bread enough, and to ſpare, while I periſh 
with hunger? Some ſuch refletions he 
muſt frequently have made, when reduced 
to diftreſs, and again probably muſt have 
| quitted them from various motives. | 


| Wt want not, 3 inſtance 
to prove that a ſinner may be reſtored to 
favour after falling away from his former 
reſolutions and profeflions of obedience. 
The example of Peter is a fufficient proof 
in this caſe, To this I ſhall add another 
which, though not of ſcriptural authority, 
| is 


1711 
is reſpectable, and very much to the _ 
ſent purpoſe. | 


| Evseniustells us, that St. John, during 
his miniſtration to the weſtern churches, 
caſt his eye upon a young man remarkable 
for the extent of his knowledge, and the 
ingenuouſneſs of his mind. The aged 
apoſtle thought that he had diſcovered in 
him an uſeful inftrument for the propa- 
_ gation of Chriſtianity. Accordingly he 
took particular pains to convert him, and 
to inſtruct him in the divine doctrines of 
his great Maſter, That he might be ſil} 
better acquainted with the - ſyſtem - of 
Chriſtianity, at his departure, he recom- 
mended him to the care of a pious old 
father, who had ſome authority in the 
infant church. The youth continued a 
while in the duties of his new profeſſion, 
and attended with care to the lectures of 
his 
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his venerable tutor. But his former aſſo» 
ciates, when they found themſelves deſerted 
by him, were grieved at the ſucceſs of the 
apoſtle, and exerted their utmoſt efforts 
to regain ſo uſeful and ſo entertaining a 
companion. They ſucceeded in their at- 
tempts, and the father was forſaken, The 
- apoſtle after ſome time returned to thoſe 
parts, and where,” ſaid he, with impa- 
tience, to his aged friend, „where, my 
00 fellow-labourer, is my favourite youth?!“ 
Alas!“ replied the good old man, with 
tears in his eyes, he is fallen, irreco- 
& verably fallen: He has forſaken the 
& ſociety of the Saints, and is now the 
6 leader of a gang of robbers in the 
neighbouring mountains,” Upon hear- 
ing this unexpected and unpleaſing ac- 
count, the Apoſtle forgot his ſufferings 
and his years, and haſtened to the place 
of rendezyous,, where, being ſeized by 


LIST: 
ſome of the band, he defired to ſpeak with ' 
their Captain. The Captain being told 
that a ſtrange pilgrim aſked to be admitted 
to him, ordered him to be brought before 
him. But when he beheld the venerable 
Apoſtle, his hopes of amuſement were 
changed into ſhame and confuſion, and the 
hardy leader of a band of robbers trembled 
before a poor unarmed old man. He quitted 
once more the ſociety of wickedneſs, and 
lived and died in the ſervice of his Redeemer. 
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From hence it is evident, that a relapſe 
after repentance or converſion, was not 
looked upon by the primitiveChriſtians,nor 
yet by the apoſtles themſelves, as any means 
of excluding the future mercies of God, 
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AN utter apoſtacy, an entire deſertion 
of the faith we have profeſſed, and a con- 
temptuous rejection of tne grace we have 
received, may, according to the author of 

the 
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the epiſtle to the Hebrews, render us in- 
capable of repentance, and utterly diſqua- 
lify us for the future mercies of God, 

But fins inferior to theſe will not reduce us 
to the ſame dreadful circumſtances, Qur 
Creator knoweth whereef we are made, be 
remembereth that we are but clay; and though 
zue may fall, yet we ball not be caſt away, 
ſince be upboldeth us with his hand. 


Gop preſerve you, my amiable friend | 
— preſerve and direct you through the un- 
certain paths of this world, till you arrive 
at the realms of everlaſting reſt ; till your 
innocent, your happy ſpirit ſhall quit, 


Without a figh, the tender frame that 


confines it, and riſe, conducted by ſome 
ſmiling Angel, to the bleſſed ſociety of 
good men made PERFECT ! 

258 Adieu! 


FRANCIS, 
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LETTER iä 


ConsTANTIA to THEODOSIUS., 


TI E everlaſting doors of futurity are 
thrown open — The race of life is al- 
moſt run, and this, probably, is the laſt 
time that your Conſtantia will have the. 
happineſs of pouring out her heart to you. 
—[ am ſeized with the firſt ſymptoms: of 
that peſtilential fever, which has been ſo. 
univerſally fatal, that it brings with it 
almoſt the certainty of death. Now, there 
fore, before my faculties are overcome by 
the diſeaſe, I devote to you one hour 
more of a life in which you have hid ſo 
great an intereſt. 25 


Ix a ſituation like this it is natural to 
look back, and totake a view of the country 


through 


[ 761 
through which we have travelled, before 
we loſe ſight of it for ever. The ways 
through which I have walked, though in 
many circumſtances peculiar, and unlike 
the allotment of others, have yet, like 
others, been various, and different in the 
different periods of the journey. Before 
my preſent illneſs I drew up a ſhort view 
of my life, part of which I wi!l now tranſ- 
cribe, that with you it may ſerve as an 


apology for my conduẽt when I ſhall be 
no more. 


An Apology fer the LIFE of Si Sifter Cox- 


STANCE, written by berſel If, and ad- 
Lt d to Father Fr RANCIS. 


V O U how "IM early I loſt the beſt 
and moſt affectionate of mothers. That 


was a misfortune which, though then only 
| bewailed with tears which had no meaning, 
2 left 


(17) 
left behind it a cloud that overſhadowed 
the reſt of my life. Had my infant years 
been trained by her, I ſhould have acquired 
the habits of virtue from the influence of 
example. The want of this was much to 
be lamented, for there is a happy contagion 
in the power of living excellence, which, 
while we admire, we neceſſarily imitate. 
Thoſe virtues which wedraw from precept 
or ſpeculation are ſeldom more than ſpe- 
culative, but thoſe which we derive inſen- 
ſibly from the imitation of exemplary cha- 
racters become laſting and habitual, But, 
beſides the loſs of a happy and an excellent 
pattern of every female virtue, I was de- 
prived at the ſame time of thoſe maternal 
cares, thoſe tender aſſiduities that watch 
over the young mind, accelerate the pro- 
greſs of reaſon, and ſupply the want of 
experience by precept. Of theſe advantages 
Vox. II. M I was 
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I was wholly deſtitute, for my father, in- 
attentive to every thing but the acquiſition 
of wealth, thought. but little of the im- 
provement of his daughter; or, if he 
thought of it at all, concluded that ſhe 
would neceſſarily improve in proportion to 
the ad vancement of her fortune. Accord- 
inglyl was abandoned tothe common forms 
of female education, without thoſe private 
attentions, thoſe exemplary influences, 
which are of infinitely greater importance 
than all general inſtructions. 


Tuus unapprehenſive and uninformed, 
in the firſt thoughtleſs advances from child- 
hood to maturity, is it to be wondered that 
the amiable and accompliſhed Theodoſius 
- ſhould find an eaſy admittance to a heart 
here every paſſion was awake, all un- 


guarded, and nene reſtrained? 


Bur 


19 } 


Bur the ſeverity of wiſdom itſelf (pru- 
dence you have told me is but the ape of, 
wiſdom) could have had few objections 
againſt the paſſion that I entertained. For 
did it not.receive a ſanction from the ob- 
jet ? What did I admire in Theodoſius? 
Was it a ſymmetry of features? Was it 
not the piercing genius and the cultivated 
mind? While his knowledge enlightencd, 
his ſenſibility charmed me; and while at 
once he taught my heart and my mind to 
expand, is it to be wondered that he made 
room for himſelf? The powers of genius 
have an irreſiſtible charm for taſte; and 
while Theodoſius was forming the mind 
of Conſtantia, he was cheriſhing a plant 
which, like the gourd of Jonah, as ſoon 


as it ſprung up, would ſtretch its arms to 
embrace him, 
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Wann this intercourſe of growing ten- 
derneſs was at an end, when the obſtinacy 
of ridiculous pride divided the families of 
Theodoſius and Conſtantia, what did I 
not feel from the apprehenſion of being 
ſeparated from the man I loved? Pride, 
however, came in to my aid; I ſhed a few 
angry tears, and commanded my heart to 
be at eaſe.—But, alas! I ſoon found that 
_ 'Fheodoſius was dearer to me than I ima- 
gined - yet even, with this conviction, by 

the united influences of pride, and fear, and 
thame, my natural attachments to him were 
overborne ; and without conſulting either, 

my happineſs or my inclination, I had the 
| Infatuation to acquieſce with that propoſal 
of my father which baniſhed Theodoſius. 


THr1s was the moſt culpablecircumſtance 
of my life—a fault which indeed brought 
1ts 
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its puniſhment along with it, and for which 
the miſeries of one period, and the peni- 
tence of another, have, I hope, made an 
adequate attonement, 


T a years that paſſed between that event 
and my admiſſion into this holy retreat 
were miſerably worn away between the 
laugour of melancholy, and the acuteneſs 
of grief—yet that plaintive and unreſigned 
ſtate of mind was not, I truſt, accompanied 
with any great degree of guilt, fince it 
was not at the diſpenſations of providence 
that I murmared, but at the ſu ppoſed con- 
ſequences of my own folly, That I refuſed . 
with reſolute indignation the man, to 
whom, before, I had been ſo weak as not 
to deny my hand, was not enough to make 
ſatisfaction to my own heart, While T 
conſidered Theodoſius as dead, and myſelf 
as in ſome meaſure the cauſe of his death, | 

f X 3 between 
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between the grief of affection, and the in- 
quietude of conſcience, I was at length 
reduced to the moſt pitiable ſtate both of 
bedy and mind ; the one emaciated with 
ſorrow and watching, and the faculties of 
the other almoſt ſunk in ſtupefaction. 


EAN diſtreſſes are the ſpectres of the 

mind, and, as it is fabled of the ghoſts of 
felf-murdered bodies, they hover o'er the 
ſcene where their object is intombed. Bu- 
ſineſs and amuſement, ſociety and ſolitude. 
were alike impreſſed with the image of 
Theodoſius - The painful idea purſued me 
through every avocation, nor could I find 
__ Aretreat from it in the boſom of friendſhip 
The ſympathizing heart of my Sophia 
added new ſoftneſs to my own, and the 
tenderneſs of her friendſhip made me feel 
mere ſenſibly the loſs of Theodoſius. 


AT 
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Ar laſt that dear lamented friend, with 
* few more that pitied and regarded me, 


applied to my father for his permiſſion 
that I might retire into a convent. Their 
generoſity procured me what the voice of 
nature and the tears of duty had ſolicited in 
vain, and by the irreſiſtible offer of dit- 
charging the fees of my admiſſion, they 
prevailed on the father of Conſtantia that 
ſhe might be permitted to take the veil, | 


SINCE I entered upon the conventual 
life, my conduct has been too well known 
to you, if not to need an apology, at leaſt 
to beenlarged upon here. But after thoſe 
aſpirations of gratitude that riſe to heaven, 
after thoſe truly grateful ſentiments which 
I muſt ever entertain for thoſe beneficent 
friends who procured my eſtabliſhment in 
this place — hat words ſhall I find ex- 
preſſive 


— —_—— rn 
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preſſive of that gratitude which is due to 
FATHER FRANCIs ?—that tender, that 
affectionate father, who has nurſed my 
mind with thoſe paternal aſſiduities, which 
were ſomewhat above the moſt perfect 
nature of man; which could only flow from 
a heart, where human ſenſibility was exalted 
and refined by the immortal graces, and 
where God himſelf elevated and expanded 


that philanthropy which he loves. 


To the ever venerable Father Francis I 
owe the greateſt moral bleffings that are 
attainable in this world, peace of conſci- 
ence, and rectitude of reaſon, For the 


recovery of the firſt, indeed, little more 


was neceſſary than the certainty that The- 
odoſius was alive and happy; but the con- 
ſolations of the father added to the preſence 
of the friend, replaced that quiet in my heart 


; 


to 
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to which it had been ſo Tong a ſtranger. 
Thoſe conſolations, however, were not 
more ſoothing, than the leſſons that at- 
tended them were inſtructive. While from 
thoſe I derived content and comfort, from 
theſe I received the lights of truth and 
reaſon, and was taught to look up with an 
intelligent adoration to that BRING whoſe 
efſence is 600DNEss and wisDoM. From 
the conſideration of theſediſtinguiſhing at- 
tributes, whenever he ſhall reſume that life 
which he gave me, I ſhall reſign it into his 


hands without ſorrow, and without fear. 
* G SS 0 WP » 


WIłù difficulty I had written thus far, 
when the importunity of mydiſorderobliged 
me to lay down the pen. I have now re- 
ſumed it, and will bear it as long as I am 
able, for while I hold but even an ideat 
converſation with you, the ſenſe of pain is 

| ſuſpenſed. 
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ſuſpended. Other than bodily pain I have 
none. The preſumption with which my 
apology concluded, I find, was not vain. 
I am perfectly indifferent to the approach 
of death, and agreeably to the kind wiſh 
with which you once * concluded a letter, 
I truſt that © my ſpirit ſhall quit, without 
a ſight, the frame that confines it.“ 


To you, my deareſt friend, my moſt 
venerable father, loved by every dear, and 
reſpected by every ſacred name, to you, 
under the gracious appointments of Pro- 
vidence, I owe this happy ſerenity. By 
giving me proper ideas of the author of 
nature, and the obligations of his creatures, 
you haye taught me to look on death as 


* This laſt letter of Conſtantia, and the anſaver 


of Theedofiur, ſeem to have been written eme years 
efter the Ry letters. - 


- 
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one of his beſt gifts, and on all n it 
without any — 


BEHolp here the reward of your pious 
labours! Behold with pleaſure the reſigna- 
tion of a mind that you ſtrengthened, of 
a heart that you armed againſt yourſelf! 


« My heart was grieved, and it went 
even through my reins. 


So fooliſh was I and ignorant, even as 


« it were an irrational creature before thee. 


« NEVERTHELESss I am always by thee, 


« for thou haſt holden me by my right 
& hand, 


Tou ſhalt guide me with thy coun- 
ſel, and after that receive me in glory. 


WON] 
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« Won ſhall 1 have in heaven but 
« thee, for there is none upon earth that 
« I deſire in compariſon of thee ? 


My fleſh and my heart faileth, but 
God is the ſtrength of my heart, and my 
portion for ever! 


Axy now, deareſt, and moſt revered of 
men, farewel ! Whether we ſhall meet 
again in any future allotment of being, is 
amongſt the ſacred counſel of Providence. 
I truſt we ſhall. Till then indulgeone 
tender farewel from your ConNSTANTIA!-- 

Accept one pious, one orateful adieu from 


ConsTANCE., 


* 
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LETTER XVII. 


THrroDosius to Cons TANTIA. 


LI T not my Conſtantia be alarmead 
when ſhe ſees that this letter is writ- 
ten by another hand “Let not that 
fortitude with which ſhe has ſo greatly 
ſupported her own ſufferings be diſſolved 
in weakneſs for her friend : nor that noble 
tranquillity, with which ſhe beholds the 
approach of death, be diſturbed when ſhe 
is told that his hand is on Theodoſius. I 
doubt not that THE ETERNAL PROVI- 
DENCE, who, in his wiſdom, interwove the 
intereſts and the paſſions of our lives, has, 
in his goodneſs, determined that they ſhall 
cloſe together, If this be one of his gra- 
cious diſpenſations, I receive it not only 
with ſubmiſſion, but with gratitude, —— 

What 
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What more could I deſire of the divine 
Beneficence than that, delivered from this 
priſon of earth, I might accompany the 
ſpirit of my Conſtantia to the regions of 
everlaſting happineſs, to ſome more perfect 
appointment in the ſcale of being, where 
the immortal faculties ſhall be refined from 
human frailty ; and where the powers of the 
ſoul {hall be expanded by a nearer approach 
to that PERFECTION, from which they are 
derived, Animated with hopes, and ſup- 
ported by ſentiments like theſe, let us wait 
without fear the approach of death, and 
receive him gladly, becauſe he cometh as a 
friend, ——Indulge, my Conſtantia, the 
| pleaſing hope that our ſouls will know each 
other in their future allotment, The pure 
attachments of love and friendſhi p, founded 


upon, and ſupported by eſteem, may laſt 
— the grave, becauſe they have their- 
: exiſtence 
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exiſtence in the ſoul, —And will not that = 
Being, whoſe eſſence is love, ſupport ana 


cheriſh thoſe connections which are agree- 
able to his commands, and thoſe ſentiments 
which are congenial with his own divine 
nature ? Will he, who.commanded us to 
love one another, extinguiſh in the grave 
thoſe virtuous affections, which, when liv- 
ing, it was our duty to cultivate ? Tt is not 
improbable that our happineſs in heaven 


may, in ſome meaſure, conſiſt in the har- 


monious intercourſe of a perfect ſociety 


for I have no idea of a ſolitary happineſs 


even in the regions of perfection. More- 


over, from what little accounts we find of 


the angelic ſtate in the ſacred writings, we 
ſee that the ideas of aſſociation and inter- 


K 


courſe are always annexed to them, If 
then it is not to be douhted that in our fu- 
ture ſtate we ſhall aſſociate with ſome order 


of 


— 
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We of beings, can any thing be more probable 


than that we ſhould mix with thoſe kindred 
and congenial ſpirits, who like ourſelves + 
Have had their appointments on earth, 
Whether in different times and places, or 
the ſame? If in the ſame, which is ſtill 
ꝓrobable, and if the indentity ofour ſpiritual 
' matures cannot be deſtroyed, why ſhould 
not the characteriſtics of the ſoul be known 
-in heaven as well as upon earth? I am 
willing to believe, at leaſt, that the eternal 
{Goodneſs will permit this future know- 
ledge; and though we know too little of 
the ſtate of ſpirits to conceive the mode of 
their future communication, yet this we 
| know, that it is in the power of God to 
permit what we wiſh for, and I truſt that 
in his kindneſs, he will permit it. 


Tuxx, 
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Tan, my Conſtantia | for that ſtate of 
exalted friendſhip, where the fears and 
frailties of mortality ſhall be known no 
more |!—For that happy intercourſe of _ 
ſpiritual pleaſures, which ſhall beno lenger 
ſubject tothe influences of chance or time; 
which ſhall neither be oppreſſed by langour, 
nor diſturbed by anxiety | Compared with 
that ineffable complacency, that ſublime 
delight which even the hope alone of theſe 
things inſpires, what are the ſufferings, 
however peculiar, that we have hitherto 
endured? Were there, indeed, no future 
ſtate of being to commence after this, who 
would not wiſh. to be thus agreeably de- 
ceived ? Who would not wiſh to triumph 
over thoſe gloomy apprehenſions, which 
the thought of annihilation muſt neceſſarily 
create, in a being to whom nature has 


given the love of exiſtence ? | 
N Bur 
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Bor if the foretaſte of future happineſs 
beſo great ;—if, when only contemplated 
through the imperfect medium of human 
imagination, it is capable of inſpiring ſuch 
exalted delight, how inconceivably great 
muſt the real and perfect enjoyment be 
Let us here, my Conſtantia, indulge the 
utmoſt fkretch of hope whatever an Al- 
mighty, and all- beneficent Being can give, 
and whatever our glorified faculties can 
receive, let us ſuppoſe our own. He that 
giveth not of his ſpirit by meaſure, he thad 
openeth his hand, and ſhutteth it not again 
hall not he freely give us all things? 


WuxN I conſider the wiſdom and bene- 
volence of that Almighty Being, through 
whoſe kindneſs I have hitherto been ſup- 
ported in life, like my Conſtantia, I can 
walk without trembling through the dark 

| * valley 
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valley of the ſhadow of death. And 
whence, but from the ſame conſideration, 
could your tender and apprehenſive heart 
derive that more than manly firmaeſs which 
is viſible in your letter? That information 
which you ſo kindly aſeribe to my in- 
ſtructions, you have drawn from your own 
experience of the wiſdom and the good- 
neſs of PROVIDENCE ; to whom your gra- 


titude is due for the rectitude of reaſon, as 


well as for every other bleſſing you enjoy. 


I wiLL now no longer withhold your 
mind from the meditation of that glorious 
Being, whoſe more viſible favours we ſhall 
ſhortly obtain. Indeed, my faculties are 
already too much confuſed for regular 
thinking, and death, I find, makes haſty 
paces towards me—Accept my laſt bleſſing. 


Brxss, 
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te BL ESS, O God ! O Father of Nature, 
ce bleſs my Conſtantia ! ſupport her gentle 
& ſpirit under the conflict of death] and 
<<Jead her by the light of thy countenance 
e to thy everlaſting reſt!” 


Ap now—Oh ! now—farewel, my 
Conſtantia my Conſtance ! my ſiſter 
my friend] by every dear, and every holy 
name—farewel ! I have converfed with 
you till the laſt moment——But——but 
we ſhall meet xgain. | 


\ 
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